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“In the Shadow of His Hand” 


By Barbara Cornet Ryberg 
Isaiah 49:2 


E MUST all go through the shadow; 
Were we always in the sun 
We would surely droop and wither 
Ere the scorching day was done, 
Many plants will only blossom 
In the coolness of the shade, 
And ’tis not by constant sunshine 
That God’s greatest saints are made. 
We would never fear or tremble 
At the things His love has planned, 
If we only would remember 
‘Tis the shadow of His hand! 
Night and day, they both are needed 
In His purposes divine; 
Were our lives made all of daylight, 
Would we know how stars can shine? 


When Hope Is Deferred 


Lurking in the path of the keenest 
Students of the Bible is a very subtle 
danger. It is that of fixing one’s thoughts 
more on the fulfillment of prophecy than 
on the living God Himself. It is the 
temptation to allow one’s expectancy to 
Teach too high a pitch, rather than to 
“consider the Apostle and High Priest 


of our profession, Christ Jesus,” and to 
be “looking unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of our faith.” Briefly, it is 
making hope the mainstay of our life 
rather than faith. Hope kept in its 
proper place is good. The hope of 
Heaven brings joy, and the hope of the 
second coming of the Lord encourages 
and purifies the heart. It is, heartening 
to see such fulfillments of prophecy as 
the return of the Jews to Palestine. But 
there is little nourishment for the heart 
today in newspaper headlines, and if we 
scan the world’s horizons too closely for 
the occurrence of certain events, our 
eyes will soon be tired and our hearts 
sick. What we as Christians need more 
than anything else in the deepening 
darkness of these days is an immediate 
faith in the living God, in His infallible 
Word, His faithfulness, in His justice 
and mercy, and a complete confidence 
that He is doing the best for those who 
trust and obey Him. Hope will not quell 
the sudden rising of resentment or anger; 
it will not give the heart complete peace 
in the face of a big financial debt; it 
will not settle quarrels between “Chris- 
tians; it will not quiet the mind before 
one of.these modern, penetrating hos- 
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Ever-Burning 


NE of the great verses of the Book 
O of Leviticus is 6:13: “The fire 

shall ever be burning upon the 
altar; it shall never go out.” The fire 
spoken of is that which was kindled 
underneath the altar of the burnt offer- 
ing. Verses 9-13 speak of the law of the 
burnt offering. They set forth the man- 
ner and method of its presentation. A 
noteworthy thing about the law of the 
burnt offering is said about the fire 
under it. A simple reading of the verses 
will verify this. The most important 
thing about the fire itself is stated in 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“My help cometh from the Lord, 
which made heaven and earth” 
(Psa. 121:2). 




















pital examinations. For these things 
we need God’s grace, the supernatural 
power of His indwelling Spirit. Many 
of us may not live to see the second 
coming of the Lord; for many of us, 
our health and financial condition will 
never be any better; and death will 
probably strike into the families of many 
of us. How then can we face these 
things calmly and quietly, with that 
deep, underlying peace that passes un- 
derstanding? Not by expecting to see 
certain things come to pass in the world, 
but through a moment by moment trust 
in the living God, by believing that He 
is still on the throne, managing this 
world better than we could if we were 
in His place, that He is in truth our 
Heavenly Father—if we have trusted 
in the Lord Jesus as our Saviour — and 
that He is permitting, for our ultimate 
good, the trials with which we are at 
this moment surrounded. Perhaps we 
need to pray with the Psalmist, “And 
now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope 
is in thee” (Psa. 39:7). Reviewing the 
great facts of redemption, Peter con- 
cluded with these words, “That your 
faith and hope might be in God” (1 
Pet, 1:21). 
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Spiritual Fires 


verse 13, “The fire shall ever be burning 
upon the altar; it shall never go out.” 
This is what God seeks for and desires 
in every Christian heart — an ever-burn- 
ing fire, and ever-ascending flame. 


I. THe Fire or CONSECRATION 


The burnt offering signifies the life 
offered wholly and entirely to God. - It 
sets forth our Lord Jesus Christ who 
said, “I delight to do thy will, O my 
God.” The fire ever burned in His lov- 
ing and loyal heart. It never burned 
low; it never went out. Always and 
everywhere He did the will of God. 

God seeks for such today. He desires 
that there shall be in every Christian 
heart this burning fire, this utter and 
complete devotion to Himself. There 
have been such Christians; there can 
be more. When the consecrated and 
devoted missionary, Henry Martyn, re- 
ceived word from the lady in England 
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who was the object of his love and at- 
tachment that she would not consent to 
share his life as a missionary, that she 
would not become his wife out there, 
he wrote in his Journal, “Now let me 
burn out for God.” And he did. 


God wills that our life of consecration 
to His service shall be as a flame of 
fire, ever burning and* never going out. 
Andrew Bonar, the godly Scottish min- 
ister, said that few ministers keep up 
the first keen edge of their zeal and 
consecration to God. The same may be 
said of Christians in general. God says 
concerning this life of consecration, “The 
fire shall ever be burning . . . it shall 
never go out.” 

Years ago, in the early history of 
Christianity in a heathen land, a band 
of young students was converted to 
Christ. Soon after, this band of young 
men went one evening to the top of a 
hill, and dedicated their lives to God 
and to His service. They pledged them- 
selves to preach Christ to their com- 
patriots. They went everywhere they 
could preaching the Gospel. Years after, 
looking back on those days, one of their 
number said: “We never heard the 
word ‘revival’; we knew nothing, the- 
ologically, of the working of the Holy 
Spirit; but we wondered why our spirits 
burned like a fire, and why we preached 
the Gospel like mad men.” 

The famous Bible commentator, Mat- 
thew Henry, had in his heart this fire 
of consecration to God and to His serv- 
ice. The fire ever burned on the altar 
of his heart. He went on a journey to 
visit some friends. On his way home 
he became ill, and could not proceed. 
He was taken to the home of a friend, 
and put to bed. While he was only fifty- 
two years old, yet he realized that the 
end of his life on earth was near. He 
called a companion to his bedside, and 
said to him: “You have been used to 
take notice of the sayings of dying men 
—this is mine: that a life spent in. the 
service of God and communion with Him 
is the most comfortable and pleasant life 
that one can live in the present world.” 
He spoke this, his dying testimony, out 
of a heart in which was this ever-burn- 
ing fire of consecration to God. 


II. THe Frre oF PRAYER 


God wills that the life of prayer shall 
be in our hearts as a burning fire, ever 
burning, and never going out. He wills 
that prayer, as a fire, shall always as- 
cend from the altar of our hearts to 
His throne in the heavens. 

James Montgomery, the writer of spir- 
itual hymns, apprehended that prayer is 
as a fire, and sets it forth in the words 
of one of his compositions: 

Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, 
Uttered or unexpressed; 

The motion of a hidden fire 
That trembles in the breast. 

A. B. Simpson has expressed it most 
fully in the words of one of his hymns: 
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Like a golden censer glowing, 

Filled with burning odors rare; 

All my heart is upward flowing, 

In a cloud of ceaseless prayer. 
Madam Guyon, the well-known French 
Christian, had prayer in her heart as a 
fire, ever burning and ascending to God. 
She was instrumental, in the providence 
of God, in leading Archbishop Fenelon 
into the larger and fuller and deeper 
experience of life in Christ. To bring 
this about, she used often to pray for 
him. She knew by experience, long 
before John Wesley said it, that “God 
does nothing, but in answer to prayer.” 
After praying for Fenelon, she was in 
the habit of writing to him, and letting 
him know of the soul travail she had 
had for him. In one of her letters she 
wrote: “For seven days past I have been 
in a state of continual prayer, although 
the state of my mind has been somewhat 
peculiar. I have desired nothing in par- 
ticular. But my mind presenting con- 
tinually its object before God, that God’s 
will might be manifested in it, has been 
like a lamp that burns without ceasing. 
.. . The prayer which I offer for you 
is not the work of the creature; it is 
not a prayer self-made, formal, and out- 
ward; it is the voice of the Holy Ghost 
uttering itself in the soul, an inward 
voice man cannot prevent or control. 

The Holy Ghost prays with effect.” 

The next day she wrote Fenelon an- 
other letter. In this again she shows 
that prayer is as a fire burning in the 
breast: “So deeply absorbing has been 
the application of my soul to God on 
your account that I have been able to 
sleep but little during the past night; 
and at this moment I can give an idea 
of my state only by saying that my 
spirit, in the interest which it feels for 
your entire renovation, burns and con- 
sumes itself within me.” Is the fire of 








Dr. Louis S. Bauman 





NE who had frequently written for 

THE SunDAY ScHooL TIMES on pro- 
phetic subjects was Dr. Louis S. Bau- 
man. He organized the Brethren Church 
at Long Beach, Calif., and was pastor of 
it for nearly forty years. He had re- 
cently been pastor of the First Brethren 
Church in Washington, D. C. On Wed- 
nesday evening, November 8, Dr. Bau- 
man went Home to be with the. Lord. 
He would have been seventy-five on 
November 13. A memorial service was 
held on November 11 at the First Breth- 


. ren Church in Washington, and the in- 


terment took place on Monday, his birth- 
day, at the Church of the Brethren in 
Germantown, Philadelphia. 

Dr. Bauman was.a staunch and cour- 
ageous witness for God, expounding the 
whole Bible as the inspired and infal- 
lible Word, and having particular gifts 
in the realm of Scriptural prophecy. He 
will be greatly missed in the ranks of 
the Fundamentalists in this country, 
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prayer ever burning within our spirit; 
and ever ascending to God? If not, w 
may pray with A. B. Simpson, in th 
words of the last verse of his hym 
already referred to: 
Sweet as breath of spices burning, 
Keep our hearts like incense rare; 
All our being heavenward turning, 
In a cloud of ceaseless prayer. 
III. THE FIRE oF PRAISE 
Praise is sublimated prayer. Praig 
is the warm expression of a gratefy 
(Continued on page 1031) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Must Local Churches Give 
to the World Council? 


In the Trmes for October 14, Mr. Ernes 
Gordon in his Survey gave a few para. 
graphs to criticism of some World Coun. 
cil of Churches promotional literature, 
He pointed out that the World Coun¢i) 
deals in generalities and then asks 
churches to contribute. He quoted this 
statement: “The Council looks for $15, 
000 from the Northern Baptist Conven. 
tion. Your Finance Committee was able 
to include only $4,200. If the difference 
is not made up...” Then Mr. Gordon 
asks: “Well, who gave the Northem 
Baptist Convention authority to tum 
over even $4,200 of missionary contribu- 
tions to this useless organization?” 

A pastor of a Baptist church in the 
State of Washington believes this is a 
fair question which deserves a fair an- 
swer, so he writes as follows: 





The answer is: The local churches. 
Three conventions ago, we voted that 
NO money was to go to the Federal 
or World Council of Churches unless 
it was designated for that by the local 
church. ere are many churches, 
like my own, which do not have much 
confidence in the Federal Council of 
Churches, so we just do not earmark 
funds to go to them. The $4,200 was 
eon A designated by certain - local 
churches for World Council use. I may 
not agree with their use of their 
money, but they do have a sovereign 
right as a local church to spend their 
money as they see fit. 


Paul’s Stature 


Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein, Headmaster 
of the Stony Brook School, Stony Brook, 
L. IL, sends a correction and added in- 
formation on “Notes on Open Letters” 
in the Tres for October 14: 


In your issue of October 14, you 
print a letter asking about the personal 
sppencenes of Paul and .. . the source 
of this sentence: “Four cubits in 
stature he reached to the skies.” | 
note that your reply does not give the 
source of the sentence. 

_ The sentence, misquoted by the way, 
is from St. Chrysostom’s famous se!- 
mon, entitled “The Greatness of St 
Paul.” You: will find the sermon it 


(Continued on page 1033) 
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lll. The Heart of the Cross 


The unspeakable shame of crucifixion 





N THINKING about the cross of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, we have already 
considered the “Fact” of it and the 
“Necessity” for it. In this article our 
thoughts will be centered upon what we 
might call the “Heart of the Cross.” 
There are various verses in Scripture 
which give a wonderfully comprehensive 

re of just what the cross meant both 
to the Lord Himself and to all who ac- 
cept Him as Lord and Saviour. One of 
them is found in the First Epistle of 
Peter, and is the twenty-fourth verse 
of the second chapter. It reads as fol- 
lows: “Who his own self bare our sins 
in his own body on the tree, that we, 
being dead to sins, should live unto 
righteousness.” Each separate phrase in 
this verse is full of significance, and 
together they make a wonderfully com- 
pact yet comprehensive statement as to 
the meaning of the Heart of the Cross. 


1. His Divine Person.—“Who his own 
self.” These words refer back to the 
previous verses in which the Apostle 
Peter has been speaking about Jesus 
Christ. “Christ” is the name that tells 
us of His office. He was the Anointed 
One, the One sent by God on a uni- 
versal mission, which was to bring bless- 
ing to all people. He was the One of 
whom the prophets and psalmists had 
spoken during the preceding centuries 
and whose coming they had foretold in 
remarkable detail. They had spoken of 
Him as the glory of Israel and the hope 
of the Gentiles. His name was to be 
called “Immanuel,” God with us, for 
He was to be God manifest in the flesh; 
and the promises concerning Him which 
are found in the Old Testament make 
it perfectly plain that the coming One 
was none other than the second Person 
of the Trinity, eternal in His existence 
and glorious in His being. This is the 
One of whom Peter is speaking when he 
writes, “Who his own self.” 


2. The next few words tell of His Gra- 
cious Substitution.—“Bare our sins.” The 
cross is the place where extremes meet. 
The infinite love cf God and the bitterness 
of man’s hatred; God’s absolute righteous- 
hess and man’s awful sin; God’s almighty 
power and man’s terrible impotence and 
weakness; God’s infinite and eternal 
glory and man’s degradation and shame. 
These extremes are all suggested in the 
words, “Who his own self bare our sins.” 
To bear our sins means to assume re- 
sponsibility for them. There is a similar 
phrase in Matthew’s Gospel, which helps 
us to understand what is meant — “He 
bare our diseases” (Matt. 8:17, A.S.V.). 
When Matthew wrote these words he 
was evidently thinking of the various 
Miracles of healing which he had seen. 


Five aspects of the punishment that 

Christ suffered in our place are taken 

up in this article. They help us to 

understand more fully what the cross 

meant to Him and should mean to us. 

This is the third in a series of eight 
by Dr. Soltau. 








In each case a divine power from the 
Lord Himself had entered into the dis- 
eased or afflicted person and had car- 
ried away the disease, resulting in re- 
newed health and strength. Each such 
miracle cost the Lord something and He 
recognized each time that power or vir- 
tue had gone out of Him. 

When He bare our sins it was at the 
cost of His outpoured life, as a result 
of which the way was opened for our 
sins to be carried away and “as far as 
the east is from the west, so far hath 
he removed our transgressions from us” 
(Psa. 103:12). When He bare our sins 
He assumed all the awful penalty for 
them, and it was the terrible weight 
of those sins which so bore down on His 
spotless soul, even while He was in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, that He prayed 
that, if it were the Father’s will, the 
cup might pass from Him. Because He 
bore our sins He bore the punishment 
and penalty which was justly due us. 
He hung there in our place and under- 
went the terrible loneliness of complete 
separation from God, which is the in- 
evitable result of sin. He who had been 
with the Father from all eternity and 
was “daily his delight,” and who had 
enjoyed unbroken fellowship with Him 
throughout His earthly life and minis- 
try, while on the cross, suffering for sin 
and for our sins, gasped out the spiritual 
agony which was His in those poignant 
words, “My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?” As has been said a num- 
ber of times, these are the most diffi- 
cult words in all the Bible to explain, 
and yet only as we understand their 
meaning do we begin to understand that 
which the Lord went through for us. 


3. The third phrase, “In his own body,” 
speaks to us of His Awful Suffering.— 
The story of the cross has been so famil- 
iar to most of us from our early child- 
hood that we have forgotten or have 
become almost indifferent to the suffer- 
ings of our Lord as. He hung there. 
It is easy to speak rather glibly about 
His paying a price for us and then dis- 
miss the matter from our thoughts as 
though the price had been paid by the 
writing of a check or some other equally 
painless and effortless action on His part. 
The Apostle Peter here reminds us that 
He “bare our sins in his own body.” 


By T. STANLEY SOLTAU, D.D. 


There is nothing theoretical about that. 
It means a very definite and very per- 
sonal action on His part, which included 
or involved the receiving in His own 
person the concentrated suffering which 
should have fallen upon you and me 
and countless others as the just punish- 
ment for our sins and theirs. These 
words, “his own body,” speak of His 
perfect humanity, which meant that He 
was just as sensitive to pain and to 
insult as we can ever be. In fact, He 
was even more sensitive than we, for 
He had never done anything which had 
caused pain or insult to others, nor had 
He ever done anything which should 
have brought pain or insult on Himself. 
But on the cross we see Him exposed 
to both to the fullest degree and in their 
most extreme forms. 


4. But the inspired writer has not yet 
finished his description of the Lord’s 
death on the cross, and there is yet one 
more phrase to be added. It. is “on the 
tree.” He “bare our sins in his own 
body on the tree.” This last phrase 
speaks of the Depth of His Shame, It 
is very difficult indeed for us in this 
day and age to appreciate the awful 
shame which was attached to a cross 
and death by crucifixion. To us the 
cross is the symbol of glorious sacrifice 
and of a mysterious but none the less 
real victory. We proudly wear it on 
our watch chains and in our coat lapels; 
we gaze at it pointing to the skies on 
the tops of many church spires, and we 
see it rippling in the breeze on countless 
flags as a symbol of mercy and victory. 
But in the days of our Lord’s life and 
ministry there was nothing of glory or 
victory about a cross. It stood for 
one thing alone—unspeakable shame. 
“Cursed is every one that hangeth on a 
tree,” were words from the Mosaic Law 
with which all Jews were very familiar. 
To them it represented the curse of a 
holy God whose righteous laws had been 
so outrageously and definitely broken 
that the sinner had paid the penalty 
with his life. So great was the curse 
that God had commanded that when a 
man was put to death “upon a tree” 
his body was to be buried that same 
night so that the land might not be 
defiled by its presence. It was in view 
of this that Paul writes, “Christ re- 
deemed us from the curse of the law, 
having become a curse for us” (Gal. 
3:13, A.S.V.). 

In the eyes of the Jews, then, to be 
hung on a tree, as Christ Jesus was in 
His crucifixion, represented the ultimate 
in shame and disgrace that it was pos- 
sible for anyone to experience. To the 
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Roman also it was equally shameful. By 
their law no Roman citizen would ever 
be disgraced by so painful and shameful 
a form of death. That was reserved only 
for the lowest felons and criminals who, 
because of their wickedness, could no 
longer be considered as ordinary human 
beings. Listen to what Cicero, the great 
Roman orator, has to say, speaking of 
crucifixion, “No adequate words can be 
found to represent so execrable an enor- 
mity.” 

His divine person, His gracious sub- 
stitution, His awful suffering, and His 
unutterable shame are all contained in 
this one little verse, which still has one 
more phrase — “That we, being dead to 
sins, should live unto righteousness.” 
That was His Glorious Purpose. He died 
for sins—for our sins in order that we 
might die to sins. To die to sins is to 
lose all responsiveness to their appeal 
and seductiveness; and to live unto 
righteousness means that our whole 
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spirit from henceforth is open to it and 
yearns for it and will not be satisfied 
and content until it has found its self- 
expression in obeying God’s Word, ful- 
filling His purposes, and glorifying Him 
in every activity and every phase of 
life. That was the purpose of God’s 
greatest of all gifts and in the greatest 
of all sacrifices, made “once for all” on 
our behalf and by the eternal Son of 
God. 

Our God and Father, teach us, we 
pray, to enter into the true meaning of 
the death of Thy Son for us and in our 
place, that as we comprehend more of 
what it cost Him and more of His gra- 
cious and glorious purposes for us we 
may have our hearts filled to overflow- 
ing with gratitude toward Thee which 
shall find its expression in loyal serv- 
ice and full obedience to the leading of 
Thy Holy Spirit. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord we ask it. Amen. 

(To be continued) 


ls Our Christmas Scriptural ? 


Light from the Bible and Church history on a question that has troubled many 


By JOSEPHINE HOPE WESTERVELT 


Is our modern observance of Christmas all commercial and pagan? Some 
earnest Christians would tell us that the use of the Christmas tree and 
decorations, the giving of gifts, the sending of cards, and even the date 
are all part of a heathen heritage, Some years ago Mrs. Westervelt pre- 


pared this answer for the TIMEs. 


Her sane_and Scriptural approach 


has helped many readers, and it is now reprinted in response to many 
requests, 


AVE we Biblical ground for the 
LH orservanee of Christmas, and is 

it a God-honoring institution? 
This question was raised in my mind 
some years ago when I went to the mis- 
sion field for the purpose of taking the 
Good News of salvation to those who 
knew it not. I soon saw the great neces- 
sity of distinguishing between the essen- 
tials of the message of salvation on the 
one side and the mere customs which 
have grown up around our Christian liv- 
ing onthe other. These customs are hard 
to explain to heathen people. For in- 
stance, our customary observance of 
Christmas and Easter is often presented 
by young missionaries who thoughtlessly 
introduce Santa Claus, before Christ is 
known; or rabbits and colored Easter 
eggs, before the story of the glorious 
resurrection of Christ is comprehended. 
Should these mere customs be intro- 
duced at all? 

Time and again in the past years this 
question has arisen, and I longed to 
know but did not know how to go about 
the study of the question. Questions 
concerning this were arising in the minds 
of others, and this but increased the de- 
sire to have someone weigh the matter 
and search the Scriptures and let us 
know the findings. Last Christmas, on 


receiving instead of a Christmas card a 
tract that condemns the observance of 
Christmas as popish and pagan, I again 
longed for someone to answer this ques- 
tion. I could readily see that the Scrip- 
ture used in the tract was used out of 
its context and could not be said to 
apply to this subject at all. Then hav- 
ing had the privilege of studying Bib- 
lical Interpretation under an outstand- 
ing Bible teacher, I at last felt that I 
should undertake the study myself. 

I do not say that my study of this 
subject of Christmas is conclusive, but 
I have felt a thrill of real joy as the 
result of my findings. 

In the first place, there is nothing 
in the Scriptures directly concerning 
Christmas; but this is true of many, 
many things in life that are wholly right 
and God-honoring. It probably never 
occurred to the apostles to observe the 
birthday of our Lord in any special way. 
The probability was that even then the 
date was not known; and their lives, 
so full of the thrilling events of the 
life of Christ and of the persecutions 
so soon following, gave them little time 
or opportunity for the observance of 
special occasions. Thus what they did 
or did not do in regard to many things 
cannot be cited as authoritative guid- 
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ance on specific questions which had no 
bearing on their lives then, but which 
do confront us today. 

When God chose out a people for His 
name, He had a stupendous task before 
Him in teaching these people the fact 
that He is the great I AM, and that He 
is holy, just, and merciful. He had to 
instruct them regarding His ways in a 
concrete manner adapted to their minds 
They had gone so far from. God that 
they knew not how to worship Him 
acceptably and this formed a part of His 
instruction. He gave Moses minute de. 
tails of the things He would have them 
to do. He taught them how to worship 
Him acceptably, and in that worship He 
provided a place for joy. 

One thing that we note in His com. 
mands to observe feasts unto Him is 
that these feasts were commemorative 
of some signal act of God in their de. 
liverance or in mercy toward them. “And 
thou shalt rejoice in thy feast, thou, and 
thy son, and thy daughter, and thy man. 
servant, and thy maid-servant, and the 
Levite, and the sojourner, and the 
fatherless, and the widow, that are 
within thy gates ... and thou shalt be 
altogether joyful” (Deut. 16:14, 15, R.V,). 
The Feast of Tabernacles is further de- 
scribed in Nehemiah 8, and it was a 
time of rejoicing. The Feast of Taber- 
nacles with its booths and other symbol- 
isms reminded them of the wilderness 
march. These passages show that feasts 
were commemorative of God’s signal acts 
of mercy and that they were joyful 
times of fellowship, 

The following passages and comments 
show that Scripture reading, singing, 
praising, feasting, and giving to the poor 
are common to these God-appointed 
feasts, honoring Him and His wonderful 
works. “Ye shall have a song as in the 
night when a holy feast is kept; and 
gladness of heart, as when one goeth 
with a pipe to come unto the mountain 
of Jehovah, to the Rock of Israel” (Isa. 
30:29); “How I went with the throng, 
and led them to the house of God, with 
the voice of joy and praise, a multitude 
keeping holyday” (Psa. 42:4; also Deut. 
31:10, 11). In the Passover, the head 
of the house recited the history of re- 
demption. There was a holy convocation 
as in each of the other feasts, and the 
Word of God was brought to the people 
as commemorative of the events cele- 
brated. 

The Feast of Purim, apparently not 
divinely commanded, but entered into 
because of great gratitude for deliver- 
ance of the Jews at the time of Mor- 
decai, followed these same general prin- 
ciples (Esther 9:21, 22). 

The Feast of Dedication was another 
festival not divinely appointed appar- 
ently, and yet following the same gen- 
eral principles of the appointed ones, 
by commemorating the purification and 
renewal of the Temple after its desecra- 
tion at the time of Antiochus Epiphanes 
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and following much the same order as 
the Feast of Tabernacles. The Lord 
Jesus was present at least once during 
this festival and delivered a discourse 
to those assembled (John 10:22), There 
is no record of His condemning these 
feasts not divinely appointed. 

Now these things were given as a con- 
crete example of what God wanted His 
people to do, and His people understood 
them as such. Again and again they 


followed these principles in making joy- 


ful worship and praise to God for His 
goodness, as at the completion of Solo- 
mon’s Temple, and David’s recovery of 
the ark. These were commemorative of 
events full of significance to the Jews. 


Two Events Precious to Believers 


When Christ came and the dispensa- 
tion of law was passing away to give 
place to the day of grace, and when 
Christ laid down the principles of His 
Kingdom from which His people were 
to form their line of conduct, is it any 
wonder that new feast days and holi- 
days were chosen by Christians who 
were not Jews? 

The first was the Lord’s Day. There 
seems to have been no divine command 
about this, and yet it is sanctioned in 
the Scriptures, and this is commemora- 
tive of the resurrection of the Lord. 

Then came the next great event that 
was bound to call for commemoration 
by those who loved the Lord. This was 
the date of His nativity, when God in 
the person of a tiny babe came to dwell 
among men. Could there be any other 
two dates so precious to Christians as 
the days which commemorate His birth 
and His resurrection? Just how early 
the celebration of Christ’s birth began 


‘is not certainly known, but it was some- 


time in the first three centuries. “There 
was no uniformity in the period of 
observing the Nativity among the early 
churches; some held the festival in the 
month of May or April, others in Jan- 
uary” (The New International Encyclo- 
pedia). “The chief addition to the fes- 
tivals of the Church which belongs to 
the fourth century is that of Christ- 
mas. . . . It was an opinion in the 
third century that the universe was 
created at the vernal equinox, reckoned 
in the Julian calendar as March 25. 
Similar habits of thought would make 
the beginning of the new creation (the 
inception of the incarnation) fall on the 
same day, and therefore Christ’s birth 
on the winter solstice, December 25. 
That that date, when the sun begins to 
turn, was the birthday of the Mithraic 
Sol Invictus, was not probably the rea- 
son of the choice, though -it may well 
have commended it as substituting a 
great Christian for a popular heathen 
festival. At all events the celebration 
of December 25 as Christmas appears 
first in-Rome, apparently in 353 or 354, 
though it may date from 336....A 
sermon of Chrysostom, preached in Anti- 
Och in 388, declares that the celebration 
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was not then ten years old in the East, 
and the discourse was delivered, it would 
appear, on the first observance of De- 
cember 25, in the Syrian capital. From 
its inauguration, Christmas became one 
of the great festivals of the Church, 
comparable only with Easter and Pente- 
cost” (“A History of the Christian 
Church,” by Walker). 

Not until Leo I in A.D. 440 was the 
Church taking to itself the character- 
istics of the Roman Catholic Church; so 
that Christmas cannot be said to be of 
Roman Catholic origin, but belongs to 
the early history of the Church before 
a separation was thought necessary. The 
word “mass” had no Catholic signifi- 
cance at the time of the inauguration 
of Christmas. “At the close of the ser- 
mon the ordinary congregation was dis- 
missed, then, after another prayer, the 
catechumens; the communicants only re- 
maining. The service was termed 
‘missa’ from the act of ‘dismission’; hence 
our English word ‘mass,’ a word which 
thus in its origin had no superstitious 
associations” (“A Handbook of Church 
History,” by S. G. Green). “Mass, the 
original sense was probably dismissal; 
compare the words, Ite missa est (‘the 
congregation is dismissed’), used at the 
close of the service.” “In English, since 
the Reformation, used chiefly of the 
Eucharist as celebrated by the Roman 
Catholic Church” (New International 
Dictionary). 

There is never a Christmas in a 
heathen land; it takes a knowledge of 
Christ to have a Christmas, 

There is no doubt but that there are 
customs connected with Christmas that 
are not God-honoring, but there need 
not be. There are customs connected 
with the observance of Sunday that are 
not God-honoring, but we do not discard 
Sunday. It is the part of Christians to 
do away with such and to see that they 
celebrate this day in a God-honoring 
way by singing carols, by reading or 
memorizing and reciting the story of the 
birth of the Saviour, and by giving gifts 
to the poor. Thus a happy, joyous, and 
merry Christmas is God-honoring if done 
as unto Him and in a manner pleasing 
to Him. 


No Christmas in Heathen Lands 


I will now try to answer some of the 
arguments used by some in condemning 


the observance of Christmas by Chris- 


tian people. 

The following text has been used to 
urge against the observance of Christ- 
mas: “Thus saith the Lord, Learn not 
the way of the heathen . . . for the cus- 
toms of the people are vain” (Jer. 10: 
2, 3). Again let me say that where 
Christ is not known there is no Christ- 
mas. This verse taken in its context 
refers to the making of idols and of 
worshiping them as do the heathen. It 
in no way refers to the worshiping of the 
one true God. There is no verse in 
Scripture which commands us to cele- 
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brate the. resurrection of our Lord by 
observing Sunday as the Lord’s Day, and 
yet we do. There is no verse in the 
Scripture to tell us to preach the Gospel 
over the radio, and yet we do. There 
are many things we do, and do right- 
fully, that we are not commanded in so 
many words to do, but the principles 
touching these things are there and we 
can find God’s will for us and do it. 
There may have been many heathen 
who celebrated their birthdays, but is 
it not significant that in the history of 
the Christian Church only one birthday 
has ever been celebrated, and that is 
our Saviour’s? Even in the Catholic 
Church it is the death of the saints that 
is celebrated. There is only one birth- 
day in the Christian Church! 

The whole civilized world does not 
celebrate Christmas. Do heathen peo- 
ples, recognized as civilized, practice 
the celebration of Christ’s birthday? It 
is celebrated only in Christian lands, 

“Thou shalt not follow a multitude to 
do evil” (Exod. 23:2) is another text 
used to refute the celebration of Christ- 
mas. It is also taken out of its context, 
where it refers solely to false witnessing 
and not to festivals. 


Christians Should Be Joyful 

A reference to Christmas celebrations 
as “enjoying the pleasures of sin for a 
season” can only be reconciled with such 
celebrations of Christmas as would be 
sinful in themselves, and this could ap- 
ply to church life, Sunday school, Sun- 
day observances, with many other things, 
and thus could not be applied to any 
one thing. “Sunday schools are but 
social clubs,” once said a Christian 
worker. Christ did not repudiate the 
Temple, He cleansed it. 

“Where does it stipulate that it is our 
duty to give the little ones a good time?” 
questions a critic. Psalm 100:1, 2: 
“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all 
ye lands, Serve the Lord with gladness: 
come ‘before his presence with singing.” 
Luke 2:10, 14: “Tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people”; “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.” There are many 
such phrases as: “exceeding great joy”; 
“that your joy might be full”; “full of 
joy” (as in the Acts when it was thought 
that the disciples were drunk); “abun- 
dance of their joy”; “rejoice with joy”; 
“with exceeding joy”; “the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace.” Look up the 
words rejoice, praise, joyfulness, glad, 
and similar words in the Scriptures. If 
we bring up children as God would have 
us bring them up, there will be lots of 
joy in their lives, and we with God’s 
help can enable them to know that this 
is true. 

Some time ago a young minister 
was urging a group of young people 
to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
yield their lives to Him, but they would 
not. On pressing home the question as 
to why they would not, he met the rea- 
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son that they wanted to wait till later; 
and finally one girl of ten or twelve 
gave as her reason, “I want to swim 
and play.” Upon inquiry, he found that 
she wanted to swim for the joy of swim- 
ming, and she was not even thinking of 
mixed swimming parties so prevalent 
today. It seems that her father took 
the children swimming, and she thought 
that would be prohibited. One boy said, 
“No, I want to live out loud.” The 
worker knew this meant to him that 
he wanted to have fun. He finally said, 
“Wait until tomorrow before you settle 
this thing,” and on the next day he 
gave those children a wonderful message 
on the joy, gladness, rejoicing, laughter, 
pleasure, and happiness which are the 
portion of God’s people. The whole 
group were eager to yield when they 
found that there was joy and happiness 
in God’s way. 

One Christian mother came to see me 
and spent some time bewailing the fact 
that she could not let her daughters go 
anywhere for a social time because there 
was no decent or safe place for them 
to go. I asked: “What are you doing 
about it? If this is true, aren’t we who 
are Christian parents responsible before 
God for the social life of our children, 
if the school and the church are not? 
What are you doing about it? Do we 
not have homes, and what are those 
homes for? If there is no decent social 
life elsewhere, why not have such times 
in your own home, and show how it 
can be done?” She began to do it, and 
her home became a place of joy and 
happiness for Christian young people. 
I think we as parents have a strong ob- 
ligation to give our children a good 
time and not to leave that to the world. 

If you are in bondage to any prevail- 
ing customs such as the sending of 
Christmas cards and presents, it is your 
privilege to be free. We should not do 
this or that because others do it, unless 
in so doing we are glorifying God. If 
we are in bondage over the giving or 
receiving of gifts, it is largely our fault, 
and there is no reason why we should 
berate Christmas for our weakness, Let 
me say again that I think that we have 
considerable warrant from the Scrip- 
tures to observe the birthday of our 
Lord in a festal manner and as holy unto 
the Lord. Christmas cards, prayerfully 
sent with a bit of message, a verse, or 
verses of Scripture bring blessings to 
thousands. If one objects to the word 
Christmas, he may use “the birthday of 
Christ” instead; but he may still send 
out His Word at Christmas time with 
its thrilling message of joy, peace, and 
good will. If that first wonderful birth- 
day called forth the rejoicing of the 
angels of Heaven, how much more 
should we human beings, redeemed by 
the precious blood of Christ, rejoice over 
the birth which made possible that 
death! And if any odium attaches to 
the word “merry” for you, don’t use it. 

It was when the Church stressed the 
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“Man of sorrows” and the sufferings of 
Christ all out of proportion by giving 
penances and penalties, and by consign- 
ing people to years and years of pun- 
ishment without even touching on the 
forgiveness or joy of the Lord, that the 
dark ages fell upon the Church. 

If any church is “burlesquing” religion 
at Christmas or any other time, cer- 
tainly no Christian is justified in having 
part in such an affair. But Christian 
families can have such a Christmas party, 
such a happy, joyous, rejoicing time that 
neither they nor their guests would be 
ashamed before Christ were He to come 
at that moment. This is possible. We 
are not to sit with long faces waiting 
the coming of our Bridegroom, but with 
joyous anticipation. 

Dollars, time, or words should not be 
wasted on foolishness at Christmas time. 
We can help the Church of Christ to 
celebrate this day in a Scriptural way, 
and just because the world has crept 
in one need nat follow the world. 

Many a parent has caused his little 
ones to stumble by “taking the joy out 
of life” and by living too strictly, be- 
cause they have thus misrepresented 
Christ. “I never had a happier time.” 
“I did not know that Christians could 
enjoy a party.” “I did not know that 
enjoyable social times were possible. for 
Christian young people.” “Not a single 
thing questionable the whole evening, 
and yet what a good time we have had !” 
“IT never met so many good people in 
my life before.” “If those young people 
have religion, that is what I want.” 
These and many other such expressions 
greet the ears of God’s child who will 
through earnest prayer and study under- 
take to solve the social life of the young 
Christians for whom he is responsible. 

We can be an example of believers in 
word, in deportment, in love, in spirit, 
in faith, and in purity, and still cele- 
brate our Lord’s birthday, I believe; but, 

(Continued on page 1032) 
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Five-Word Scripture Texts 
for the Primary Class 


HE following alphabet of five-word 
Scripture texts was prepared by Miss 
Jennie Roberts of 1114 Lorimer Street, 
Brooklyn 22, N. Y., for use in Primary 
classes. Their simplicity makes them 
especially useful for memory work with 
little folk, and Miss Roberts says that 
they like to fit the words to the fingers 
of their hands as a help in memorizing 
them. 
Perhaps older folks will also find this 
alphabet useful in storing up the Word 
in their hearts. 


Ask, and ye shall receive (John 16:24), 
Behold the Lamb of God (John 1:29). 
Christ died for our sins (1 Cor. 15:3), 
Delight thyself in the Lord (Isa. 58:14). 
Even Christ pleased not himself (Rom. 
15:3). 
Forget not all his benefits (Psa. 103:2). 
Grieve not the holy Spirit (Eph. 5:30). 
He will not fail thee (Deut. 31:6). 
I will never leave thee (Heb. 13:5). 
Joy cometh in the morning (Psa. 30:5). 
Keep thy tongue from evil (Psa. 34:13). 
Let us love one another (1 John 4:7). 
My sheep hear my voice (John 10:27). 
Now abideth faith, hope, love (1 Cor. 
13:13). 
Obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29). 
Peace I leave with you (John 14:27). 
Quicken me in thy righteousness (Psa. 
- 119:40). ; 
Remember :the Lord thy God (2 Sam. 
14:11). 
Serve the Lord with gladness (Psa. 100: 
2). 
The Lord is my shepherd (Psa. 23:1). 
Underneath are the everlasting arms 
(Deut. 33:27). 


, Verily God hath heard me (Psa. 66:19). 


We shall be like him (1 John 3:2). 

eXceeding great and precious promises 
(2 Pet. 1:4). 

Ye must be born again (John 3:7). 

Zion heard and was glad (Psa. 97:8). 


Leading the Devotional Period 


Preparing for the privilege of reading the Scriptures 
or giving a brief message to your group 


OU have been asked for the first 

time to lead the devotional period 
at the women’s meeting. You wanted 
to serve your Lord, so you agreed, but 
really, you do not know what to say. 


The devotional period at which may 
be given a little message affords a very 
precious privilege. It is a ministry that 
is, in many respects, hidden because it 
is usually before small groups, takes 
but a few minutes, and is apparently 
soon forgotten. But, at these women’s 
meetings, two types of people are often 
reached. Those who will not, or are 
too busy, to attend the more formal 
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meetings of the church and Sunday 
school, and those, who, because. they 
love the Lord, are anxious for extra 
crumbs of nourishment. 

The simplest form of devotions is to 
read a chapter from the Bible. After 
all, it is God’s Word, not ours, that 
speaks to the heart. Select a chapter 
that is not too well known, not too long, 
nor too short—for instance, Isaiah 55, 
which has thirteen verses. 4 

The secret of reading the Scriptures 
well in public is to understand exactly 
what you are reading. More people 


(Continued on page 1030) 
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LESSON 11. 
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International Uniform Lesson 
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DECEMBER 10. THE STEWARDSHIP OF THE GOSPEL 


Acts 8:1-13; 18:1-7; 1 Corinthians 9:16, dh 2 Corinthians 5:17-20; freager 1:12-18,; 2:12-18, printed text, 


Acts 8:4-8; 2 


orinthians 5:17-20; Philippians 1 


:12-18 


Golden Text.—Let a man so account ¢ us, as of the ministers of pan! and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required 


in stewards, that a man be foun 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Acts 8:4 Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every 


where preaching the word. 


5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached 


Christ unto them. 
6 And the peo 


that were lame, were healed. 
8 And there was great joy in that city. 


2 Cor. 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are be- 


come new. 


18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to him- 
self by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of recon- 


ciliation; 


19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath com- 


mitted unto us the word of reconciliation. 


20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
ministry of reconciliation has 
been committed to the servants of 
Christ, who, as His stewards, are 
appointed to proclaim remission of sins 
to all who put their trust in the Lord 
Jesus and thus become reconciled to 

God. 

We are told thet when “the world 
by wisdom knew not God, it pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching to 
save them that believe” (1 Cor. 1:21). 
To preach is to proclaim—to declare a 
message —and the message for a lost 
world is that of the Cross, which to the 
Jew is a stumbling block and to the 
Greek foolishness; but which preached 
in the energy of the Holy Spirit is the 
power of God unto salvation (1 Cor. 1: 
22-24). The risen Lord made it very 
clear that it is the duty and privilege 
of His followers to carry this message 
to the ends of the earth. It is for this 
cause the Church has been left in the 
world. It is not an end in itself, but it 
is the vessel whereby Christ is to be 
made known to those who are lost in 
sin and groping in darkness. The ad- 
ministration of this testimony, was never 
intended to be relegated to some special 
clerical class, but each disciple of Christ 
is expected to do his part in making the 
Gospel known to others. Some have 
Special gifts and can preach in com- 
pelling power to great multitudes. 
Others are better fitted for personal 
testimony in a quiet manner, but to all 
ig committed the stewardship of the 


Gospel, to make known the riches of 


ple with one accord gave heed unto those things 
which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 

7 For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many 
that were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, and 


faithful.—1 Cor. 4:1, 2 


beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye recon- 


ciled to God. 


Phil. 1:12 But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the 
things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the 
furtherance of the gospel; 

13 So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace 
and in all other places; 

14 And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident 
by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. 


15 Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and 
some also of good will: 


of the gospel. 


will rejoice. 
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grace to those dying in the poverty into 
which sin has thrown them. 

There is no message designed to reach 
and save men except the message of a 
crucified, risen, and exalted Saviour. As 
He is held up before the world, weary 
hearts will be drawn to Him and pre- 
cious souls will be saved. To substitute 
any mere social Gospel, so-called, for 
the Gospel of the grace of God is folly 
and wickedness, for it involves disobe- 
dience to Christ and it is simply trifling 
with the souls of those who hear it. 


The Historical Setting 

The mission of Philip, one of the seven 
deacons chosen to administer temporal 
things, took place shortly after the death 
of Stephen, when bitter persecution 
broke out against the Christians in 
Judea. Putting aside all Jewish preju- 
dices, Philip went into the neighboring 
province of Samaria, where he was used 
of God to the conversion of many. Sec- 
ond Corinthians was written by Paul 
in A.D. 60 from Macedonia, and the Epis- 
tle to the Philippians was written during 
his first imprisonment in Rome. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 8:4—“They that were scattered 
abroad.” Although the Lord had so defi- 
nitely commanded His disciples to go 
into all the world with the Gospel mes- 
sage, they seemed very slow in carrying 
out the commission. When persecution 
broke out, however, many of what we 
would call the lay members fied from 
Judea and went into the adjacent coun 
tries, preaching the Gospel. So far as 
the record goes, the apostles themselves 
remained in Jerusalem. 


Verse 5.—“Philip went... to... 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


16 The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, supposing 
to add affliction to my bonds: 
17 But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the defence 


18 What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretence, 
or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and 


the Inter- 


Samaria, and preached Christ.” This 
was not Philip the apostle, but Philip 
the deacon. It was a real venture of 
faith on his part to go to the Samari- 
tan capital preaching Christ, and God 
honored his testimony in a wonderful 
way. 

Verses 6, 7.—‘The people with one 
accord gave heed.” Seldom has there 
been such a response as that which 
Philip found among these people, whom 
the Jews despised (John 4:9). The peo- 
ple of the entire city seemed open to 
the message, which was authenticated by 


, remarkable miracles. It seems that wher- 


ever the Gospel was carried in those early 
days, there was special opposition on the 
part of unclean spirits. Demon posses- 
sion is still manifested in many pioneer 
mission fields, 


Verse 8.—“There was great joy in that 
city.” This is always the result when 
the Gospel is received and men and 
women turn to the Lord. 

2 Cor. 5:17.—“If any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature.” A better ren- 
dering of the last five words might be: 
“This is new creation.” The old crea- 
tion fell in Adam. The new creation, 
to which all who are born of God be- 
long, stands in Christ. Of this creation 
He is the originator and the head (Rev. 
3:14). In this creation all things have 
become new, 


Verse 18.—“The ministry of reconcilia- 
tion.” To us, as members of the new 
creation in which all things are of God, 
has been committed the responsibility 
of carrying to a lost world the announce- 
ment that God’s heart is toward all men 
and that He desires them to be reconciled 
to Himself. 
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Verse 19.—“God was in Christ.” In 
the death of Christ, we see God imput- 
ing our transgressions to His beloved 
Son, so that He need not impute them to 
sinful men. If they turn to Him in faith 
and believe the Gospel they are recon- 
ciled to God, and they in turn are to 
go to others with the Word of recon- 
ciliation. 

Verse 20.—‘Ambassadors for Christ.” 
As divinely commissioned representa- 
tives of the high court of Heaven, we 
are sent into a rebellious world to plead 
with men to surrender themselves un- 
conditionally and to be reconciled to 
God. 

Phil. 1:12—“The furtherance of the 
gospel.” Though imprisoned for Christ’s 
sake, Paul found that this was giving 
him new opportunities to make Christ 
known to those whom he might not 
have met otherwise. 

Verse 13.—“My bonds in Christ are 
manifest.” The very soldiers appointed 
to guard. the apostle heard the Gospel 
from his lips, and many others whom 
he was enabled to contact because of his 
imprisonment were enabled to hear the 
message of Christ (Acts 28:30, 31). 

Verse 14.—“Waxing confident by my 
.bonds.” Many less experienced men 
were led to see the importance of 
preaching Christ in the absence of Paul, 
and so carried on the testimony. 

Verses 15, 16—‘“Some ... preach 
Christ . . . of envy and strife.” Cer- 
tain selfish, ambitious men, who had 
remained in the background while Paul 
was at liberty, now came to the front, 
preaching Christ, it is true, but not with 
pure motives. They even hoped to 
arouse jealousy in the heart of Paul. 

Verse 17.—“The other of love.” Others 
there were who, with loving hearts, 


sought to cheer the apostle by carrying * 


on in his stead, thus participating with 
him in “the defence of the gospel.” 

Verse 18.—“Christ is preached; and I 
. rejoice.” Lifted above all envy 
and pettiness, Paul could rejoice when 
he knew the Gospel was being pro- 
claimed, even by those who maintained 
a wrong attitude toward himself. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is a mistake to suppose that the 
ministry of the Gospel should be con- 
fined to those who hold official position 
in the churches as pastors or as evange- 
lists. Everyone who has been saved 
through personal faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ is responsible to tell others of the 
way of life. Those who went every- 
where preaching the Word when perse- 
cution arose in Judea were not officially 
appointed, but were what we would call 
laymen, whose hearts were so stirred by 
the preciousness of the Gospel that they 
could not help bearing witness to it 
wherever they went. Philip, although 
appointed to serve in the distribution 
of the daily allowance for widows, 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
10. December 3.—The Stewardship of 
Life. Romans 12:1-8; 2 Corinthi- 
ans 8:1-9; Philippians 2:19-30; 4:18-20 
Next Week’s Lesson 
12. December 17.—Victorious Daily Liv- 
ing. 2 Corinthians 11:16-33; 12: 
7-10; Philippians 3:4-11; 2 Timothy 
4; James 1:2-4 








pressed in the spirit, went to Samaria 
to proclaim the glad tidings and was 
used to bring many to Christ. We are 
all sent by Him into the world as His 
ambassadors to declare the Word of rec- 
onciliation. That Word will always 
prove effectual even though sometimes 
those who preach it may be actuated by 
wrong motives, for God has declared 
that His Word shall not return unto Him 
void, but shall accomplish that which 
He pleases (Isa. 55:11). We should never 
use this, however, as an excuse for care- 
less living, for he who seeks to win 
others to Christ should always endeavor 
to maintain a “conscience void of of- 
fence toward God, and toward men” 
(Acts 24:16). A holy minister is a tre- 
mendous weapon in the hands of the 
Lord for overthrowing the strongholds 
of sin and Satan. 


Lesson Outline 

1. Every-member evangelism (Acts 8:4) 

2. A deacon who purchased to himself 
a good degree (1 Tim. 3:13; Acts 
8: 5-8) 

3. Ambassadors for Christ (2 Cor. 5:17- 
20) 

4. Rejoicing when Christ is preached 
(Phil, 1: 12-18) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The mission of the Church is not to 
glorify itself, but to magnify Christ, and 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT principle of divine operation 
is demonstrated in this first ex- 
tension of the Gospel testimony? 

2. What is the effect of persecution on 
the church? 

3. Who was Philip? 

4. What two things must be in agree- 
ment before we can expect people to 
believe our message? 

5. What is the difference between hu- 
man reconciliation and divine reconcilia- 
tion? 

6. What responsibility immediately 
rests upon a reconciled sinner? 

7. What is God’s great reconciling act? 

8. How should we apply “the further- 
ance of the gospel” to our own lives? 

9. How did the bonds of Paul work 
for the furtherance of the Gospel? 

10. Should we rejoice when the Gos- 
pel is preached with ulterior motives? 


(Answers on page 1026) 
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in doing this to carry His Gospel into 
all the world, and bring lost men to 
the knowledge of His saving power. 
When the Church ceases to witness, it 
ceases to function as a Church of God. 
It is also the place of worship and of 
fellowship, where Christ Himself is in 
the midst and His people bring their 
sacrifices of praise to present in the 
Spirit’s power. It was never intended 
to be an amusement center or a place 
of fleshly entertainment. It is the ap- 
pointed means of the risen Lord for 
maintaining His testimony in the ‘earth, 
even as it will be the vessel for the 
display of His glory throughout eter- 
nity (Eph, 2:7). It is here to represent 
Him, and its members are responsible 
to Him as their Head, who by the Holy 
Spirit provides all needed power (Acts 
1:8) and wisdom to witness for Him and 
to point sinners to His cross, as the place 
where the ransom was paid, and to the 
throne on which He now sits exalted 
as a Prince and a Saviour. 

Summaries and Applications 

There are many different ways by 
which individuals may seek to win 
others for Christ. All cannot speak in 
public, but many a soul has been won 
as the result of a kindly personal testi- 
mony. Others have been reached through 
the use of Gospel tracts or even by 
friendly letters pointing out the im- 
portance of trusting the Saviour. 

The testimony of patient endurance of 
hardship and suffering has often spoken 
more, loudly to the Christless.than ser- 
mons could ever do. 

Many people will not read the Bible 
or go to church, but they will read our 
lives, and if they see Christ manifested 
in us, it may bring conviction and.a de- 
sire to know our Saviour. 

Winona LAKE, IND. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the - Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, we rejoice in all 
Thy loving-kindness to us. Thou hast 
fed us, guarded and guided us through 
all our earthly life, and by Jesus Christ 
Thou hast forgiven us, renewed us, and 
art fitting us for Thy Heavenly Home. 
How great are Thy mercies, how constant 
Thy love! Amid the darkness of this 
world may our lives shine as lights. 
Amid its corruption, may we be as the 
preserving salt. Especially may we be 
faithful as stewards of the truth of the 
Gospel, ever doing our utmost to share 
it with others. Guide our rulers in these 
troublous times. Overthrow the schemes 
of the wicked. Bring repentance and 
revival through all this land, and spread 
the healing influences of the Gospel to 
all peoples, for Thy dear Son’s sake. 
Amen, 

After the Lesson.—Visiting a Western 
town lately, I went to church on Sun- 
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Lesson for December 10 


day and found the people talking about 
“God’s Invasion Army.” I wondered 
what they meant, and they told me that 
earnest young people of their denomina- 
tion banded together in a year of travel 
“invading” the communities they visited 
as soldiers of Christ. They call at homes, 
leave tracts, talk of Christ, and conduct 
meetings at which they testify and sing. 


THE GOSPEL 


One such invasion group had just been 
in the district, and the fine impression 
they made was the talk of the town. 

Today we have read that the Jeru- 
salem Christians who were scattered 
abroad by persecution “went every 
where preaching the word.” What Satan 
intended should be a retreat, God turned 
into an invasion. Those scattered Chris- 
tians, taking the Gospel here, there, and 
everywhere, were God’s invasion army, 
and from what they did in Samaria it 
is plain that they won some great Gos- 
pel victories. But please notice that 
both these groups of invaders, the first 
century group and the twentieth century 
group, were just rank and file Chris- 
tians. Of the persecuted Church at 
Jerusalem we read that “they were all 
scattered abroad ... except the apostles.” 
And the Christian army of whom that 
Western town was talking consisted of 
young people from different walks of 
life, not ministers, evangelists, or mis- 
sionaries. Perhaps that is why they 
made such an impression. When ordi- 
Rary people get so enthusiastic about 
the Gospel that they can’t keep quiet 
about it, the unconverted feel there must 
be something in Christianity. 

The world needs to hear people like 
that, and it will listen to them. If you 
call yourself a Christian and are not on 
fire for Christ, there is something wrong. 
Team up with some real, all-out Chris- 
tians, and help them invade your com- 
munity for Christ, 


VANcovuveR, B. C., CAN, 
w 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Therefore they ... went every where 
preaching the word” (Acts 8:4).—The 
“therefore” of our text connects us with 
the “great persecution” and the “havock 
of the church,” mentioned in the open- 
ing verses of the chapter. 

According to the confession of Saul 
of Tarsus, the arch-persecutor, it was a 
furious persecution. He said, “Many of 
the saints did I shut up in prison, ... 
and when they were put to death, I 
gave my voice [or vote] against them. 
And I punished them oft in every ‘syna- 
Bogue, and compelled them to blas- 
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—pheme.” 


The Lord allowed this persecution in 
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order to scatter the believers who 
seemed to have forgotten the fact that 
they were stewards of the Gospel of 
Christ and were responsible to spread 
the Good News to every creature. 

The ill will of humanity is on the 
heads of persons who have gone to their 
graves without revealing the secrets of 
certain processes, which only they knew, 
and which would have meant much to 
the world, 

The Lord did not want the light of 
the Gospel to be hidden in any sense 
of the word. It was His will that it 
should be diffused; so He overruled a 
severe persecution to the scattering of 
the messengers. They went everywhere 
gossiping the Word. 

While riding on a bus, a fellow be- 
liever asked me, “What did you preach 
on last night?” I mentioned the por- 
tion of Scripture. He asked, “What were 
your points and illustrations?” He was 
a man who did considerable preaching 
himself, so I concluded he was asking 
me these questions in order to secure 
material for future use. I obliged by 
giving him the gist of the message. 

As I finished, the person in the seat 
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directly in front of us turned around 
and said: “I couldn’t help but overhear 
your conversation. Thanks for that ser- 
mon. Could you tell me where I should 
go to hear such messages?” Then and 
there I learned the value of conversihg 
on spiritual matters in public places. 

If Christians everywhere conversed as 
freely, and as naturally, about the Lord 
as about wind, weather, and news of 
the day, it would go a long way toward 
fulfilling our stewardship of the Gospel, 
and multitudes would be helped and 
blessed by it. Spreading the Gospel 
must not be left to persons conducting 
services. It should be done in cor- 
respondence, conversation, tract distri- 
bution, and so forth. 

“Then Philip went down to the city 
of Samaria” (Acts 8:5).—The Lord Jesus 
had mentioned Samaria as being in the 
disciples’ sphere of witnessing (Acts 1: 
8). The apostles were not taking steps 
toward Samaria (Acts 8:1). It was not 
until they heard the glowing reports of 
the Lord’s blessing on Philip’s labors 
that two of them went there (v. 14). 
So, we thank God for Philip, the pio- 
neer evangelist and missionary, who 
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ventured into a new field and greatly 
increased the influence of the Gospel 
among men. And, we thank God for 
all who have gone forth in keeping with 
the Lord’s commission unto “the utter- 
most part of the earth.” 

Haber, the great naturalist, tells us 
that if a single wasp discovers a deposit 
of honey or other food, he will return 
to his nest and impart the good news to 
his companions, who will sally forth in 
great numbers to partake of the fare 
which has been discovered for them. 
Shall we who have found honey in the 
Rock of Ages be less considerate of our 
fellow men than wasps are of their 
fellow insects? (Spurgeon.) 


“God was in Christ” (2 Cor, 5:19).— 
A woman who was very ill said to a 
preacher: “Sir, I have no notion of 
God. I can form no notion of Him. You 
talk to me about Him, but I cannot get 
a single idea that seems to contain any- 
thing.” 

“But you know how to conceive of 
Jesus Christ as man,” replied the 
preacher. “God comes down to you in 
Him, full of kindness and condescen- 
sion.” 

“Ah, sir, that gives me something to 
lay hold on. There I can rest. I un- 
derstand God in His Son. God was 
in Christ, reconciling the world to Him- 
self, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them.” 


“Have fallen out rather to the fur- 
therance of the gospel” (Phil. 1:12). 
—The Lord overruled Paul’s imprison- 
ment in such a marvelous way as to 
make it contribute to the furtherance 
of the Gospel, instead of being a hin- 
drance. The apostle proved the truth 
of what he had written in Romans 8:28. 

When Dr. Moon of Brighton, England, 
was at the height of all his mental 


powers and acquisitions, he became 
blind. Naturally, he asked: “What are 
all my powers worth now? I am shut 


up here and the whole world shut out.” 
But he began to ask himself if it were 
possible that he might help the blind 
to read the Word of God. While his 
own eyes were sightless, he invented 
the Moon system of alphabet. Now, mil- 
lions of blind people all over the world 
are reading the Bible in their native 
tongue because Dr. Moon became blind ! 
Certainly he could say: “The things 
which happened unto me have fallen 
cut rather unto the furtherance of the 
gospel”! Doubtless he did more to fur- 
ther the Gospel after becoming blind 
than he accomplished while he possessed 
his sight. Our wonder-working God can 
overrule our distressing circumstances 
to the furtherance of the Gospel! 
Wawona, Catir, 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, two weeks ago our les- 

son was on the Stewardship’ of 
Money; last week, the Stewardship of 
Life; today, most important of all, the 
Stewardship of the Gospel. This word 
“stewardship” seems to be a. major 
thought carrier. Let’s see how the dic- 
tionary defines it: a steward is “a per- 
son entrusted with the management of 
estates or affairs not his. own; hence, 
one who manages or disburses for an- 
other or others.” 

It might surprise you to know how 
little of what you have is your own. 
You are in full possession, but in real- 
ity nothing is your own. Even what you 
have earned with your hands and your 
brain was acquired by using equipment 
provided by your Heavenly Father who 
created it and you, and has graciously 
commissioned you as His steward. 

Possession of something valuable some- 
times results in causing the possessor 
to forget that God is the creator and 
owner. Once the great King Nebuchad- 
nezzar, as he viewed the beautiful city 
of Babylon from the roof of his palace, 
boasted: “Is not this great Babylon, 
that I have built for the house of the 
kingdom by the might of my power, and 
for the honour of my majesty?” For 
that piece of impertinence, “the same 
hour .. . he was driven from men, and 
did eat grass as oxen, and his body was 
wet with the dew of heaven, till his 
hairs were grown like eagles’ feathers, 
and his nails like birds’ claws” (see 
Dan. 4:30, 33). 

Everything you have belongs to God. 
Not only your material possessions, but 
body, mind, soul, and spirit. “What? 
know ye not that your body is the tem- 
ple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, 
which ye have of God, and ye are not 
your own? For ye are bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, which are 
God’s” (1 Cor. 6:19, 20). Your body 
is God’s temple and you are the janitor. 
The sooner you get the right under- 
standing of whose and what you are, and 
why, the better you will be able to fol- 
low the blueprint the Great Architect 
has made for your life—and thereby, 
of course, the happier you will be. The 
answer to the question, “What is the 
chief end of man?” is Scripturally stated, 
“Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and 
to enjoy him for ever.” And that “en- 
joy” certainly belongs in there, for God 
has not only commissioned us as stew- 
ards, but He enables us to be good stew- 
ards and to have the utmost of a good 
time while being faithful at the job. 
Jesus says, “Herein is my Father glori- 
fied, that ye bear much fruit; so shall 
ye be my disciples. These things have 
I spoken unto you, that my joy might 
remain in you, and that your joy might 
be full” (John 15:8, 11). 
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And the greatest of all is the stew- 
ardship of the Gospel. When you be- 
came a Christian. by accepting the sal- 
vation offered to you through the shed 
blood of Jesus Christ, you became a 
steward of the Gospel. You can’t hold 
it all for yourself without losing the 
best part of it— its keeping power. You 
can't keep it all to yourself without 
making your stewardship a loss-to Jesus 
Christ, instead of a gain as He intended 
when He commissioned you. 

It is a priceless privilege to be a stew- 
ard of the Gospel, and there is no joy 
to be compared to that which you have 
when you really share it with others. 


Fontana Dan, N. C. 


Lord, grant that we may not despise 
our rulers; and grant that they may not 
act so we can’t help it—J. Hudson 
Taylor. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





THE STEWARDSHIP OF 
THE GOSPEL 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


WANTED: WITNESSES 

AST week I heard this story from 

one of the members of the China 
Inland Mission: Recently a Communist 
schoolteacher in China decided to stamp 
out Christianity in his school. Twenty- 
five of his students attended a Sunday 
school conducted by some China Inland 
Mission missionaries, and a number of 
them had professed to be saved. The 
schoolmaster talked against Christianity 
and threatened those who believed in 
Christ with all sorts of punishments. 
One morning he announced that no child 
who believed in Christ could take his 
seat in the schoolroom. Because of this 
and all the other threats, twenty-four 
of the Sunday school children finally said 
that they did not believe in Christ. But 
one boy of eleven remained standing. 
He said, “I do believe in Jesus, for He 
died on the cross for my sins.” That 
poor boy had to remain standing all day 
long. And the teacher not only allowed 
but encouraged the non-Christian pupils 
to make fun of him and even to hit him. 
The teacher told him that if he did 
not give up his belief in Christ he would 
be expelled from school. But the Chi- 
nese boy remained faithful: All through 
that long and tiring day he stood up and 
endured all the abuse that was put upon 
him for the sake of the Saviour who 
had died for him. Have you and I as 
much love for the Lord as that eleven- 
year-old Chinese boy? Would we stand 


‘true to Christ in the face of persecution 


like that? Since this occurred, the Com- 
munist teacher has sent word that the 
boy may come back to school. But he 
needs our prayers, for we do not know 
what sort of treatment he is now re- 
ceiving. This boy has the spirit of the 
early Christians. 

Turn to Acts 8:4-8. At this time there 
was great persecution in Jerusalem. 
Stephen had been martyred and the 
other Christians had to leave the city 
and flee for their lives. Some went to 
one place and some to another, so that 
Christians were scattered all over the 
regions of Judea and Samaria. When 
they arrived in their new homes, what 
do you suppose they said? Did they say, 
“We must be careful not to let anyone 
here find out that we are Christians; we 
had so much trouble in Jerusalem be- 
cause of our faith in Christ that we 
must keep quiet about it here”? They 
said nothing of the sort! Read what 
they did say in Acts 8:4. The.next three 
verses are about Philip, one of these 
faithful witnesses. What was the re- 
sult of his witnessing in the city of 
Samaria? 

Now look at 2 Corinthians 5:17. This 
Verse reminds us of the wonderful 
change that has come to us who are 
saved. How we rejoice that we have 
been made new in Christ! We are rec- 
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onciled to God through Jesus Christ. 
We can look up to Heaven and say: 
“The Father’s face of radiant grace 
Shines now in light on me.” 

But what about the rest of the world? 
Many people on this earth are afraid 
to meet God, and others would be if 
they allowed themselves to think. Find 
a phrase in each of the three next verses 
that shows our responsibility for those not 
yet reconciled to God. (“Hath given to 
us the ministry of reconciliation.” “Hath 
committed unto us the word of recon- 
ciliation.” “We are ambassadors for 
Christ.”) How many people have you 
and I urged to be reconciled to God? 
Have we explained to others that God 
has already reconciled the world unto 
Himself? The work of redemption has 
been completed. All that is needed is 
acceptance of it. 

Recently I talked with a young man 
whom I once tried to lead to Christ. 
He would not accept Him then, but later 
he became so ill that he nearly died. 
He says that all the time he was recov- 
ering he read the Bible constantly. He 
found Christ there and is now rejoicing 
that he has been reconciled to God. He 
said: “I appreciated your interest in 
my soul, but somehow I did not under- 
stand the message of salvation. I 
thought that if I became a Christian I 
would have to give up too much. But 
when I read the Bible for myself, I 
found out that Christ had done it all. 
Since I was saved I have stopped doing 
some things I used to do, but I have 
never felt that was ‘giving up’ at all; 
Christ has done so much more for me!” 

This has made me more eager than 
ever to be a faithful ambassador, a real 
representative of Christ. I want to make 
it crystal-clear to everyone I have an 
opportunity to talk to, that God has 
already reconciled the world unto Him- 
self. The Gospel message is not, “Give 
up this and give up that.” It is the 
story of the love of God in Christ, and 
what has already been done that men 
might be saved. If anyone really be- 
lieves that, he cannot help wanting to 
live for Christ. Let us really get to 
work on our ministry of reconciliation. 
An ambassador who was too busy with 
his private affairs to do business for his 
country would soon be sent home in dis- 
grace. Yet many Christians are just 
like that. 

Philippians 1:12-18 shows Paul’s com- 
plete devotion to the business of being 
an ambassador for Christ. Read verses 
12 to 14. Paul was not mourning here 
over his loss of personal liberty; he was 
rejoicing that his sufferings were help- 
ing to spread the Gospel. Paul was a 
prisoner in the palace dungeon, so he 
witnessed to Caesar’s household. Read 
Philippians 4:22 and see the result. He 
evidently had won many of them to 
Christ. 

Who can say the Golden Text this 
morning — 1 Corinthians 4:1, 2? A stew- 
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ard is one who is put in trust with 
something. The mysteries of God have 
been entrusted to us. Many people do 
not know the way of salvation, but we 
do. Are we faithfully passing it on to 
others? Notice that God says, “It is 
required in stewards, that a man be 
found faithful.” 
FERNDALE, WASH. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Joy in a Great City (Acts 8:4-8) 


HINK of it—a whole city made 

happy because one person told them 
about the Lord Jesus and how He could 
save them! Did you ever make even 
one person happy in that way? And yet 
in our Living for Jesus Club we plan- 
ned about “Following Jesus to become 
fishers of men.” How many names do 
you have in your notebook of those you 
brought to Sunday school? This week 
let’s plan some new ways, yes, Christ- 
mas ways, of telling the Good News to 
others. On the first Christmas there 
was one angel who told the Good News 
about the Lord Jesus to the shepherds. 
Then the shepherds who believed told 
the Good News to other people they met. 
Maybe there were only three or four 
or five tellers that first Christmas. Just 
think how many more tellers there are 
this Christmas time—why, there are 
(number) right in this class! 
Spreading the Good News is sometimes 
called evangelism — that comes from the 
Bible word (i.e., the Greek) for Good 
News or Gospel. Place the E in the 
placard, and use Evangelism as the title 
for the acrostic. 

There are more ways than telling with 
our mouths. One is by our lives. You 
remember that verse we found last Sun- 
day in Romans 12:1? How we use our 
hands and feet and tongue and all the 
rest of us tells folks whether we really 
are speaking for God. Let’s look at that 
story of Philip again in Acts 8, first at 
verse 4. Notice: “They that were scat- 
tered abroad went every where preach- 
ing the word.” In another half hour 
this class will be scattered abroad from 
the church. Sally will be over on Wil- 
liams. Street, Jackie will be on Park 
Street, and so on. Philip was in Samaria. 
Yes, he preached Christ with his mouth 
there (v. 5), but he also did things. And 
verse 6 shows us that it was because 
of what they saw him do as well as what 
he said that made them listen and be- 
lieve. Now you are not going to do 
miraeles on other people as he did, cur- 
ing the sick and getting rid of evil 
spirits. But you can do some miracles 
on yourself! Of course it must be by 
Christ’s help— Philip could not have 
done anything without Him. If you cure 
yourself of some of your bad habits, 
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and drive the evil spirit out of your own 
disposition — why, then, people might 
believe what you tell about the Lord 
Jesus. Even Mother and Dad might be- 
lieve when they see a change in you— 
that cheerful, -willing obedience, that 
kindly spirit with the little children, 
- those clean words. : 

There is another way of telling. Show 
some tracts, both children’s and adult, 
perhaps special Christmas ones. The 
children may want to read a child’s tract. 
Then roll one up in a piece of bright- 
colored cellophane or Christmas paper, 
and twist the ends of the paper. There! 
Wouldn’t that make a nice little Christ- 
mas gift? Some people call them bombs 
— Christmas bombs. As they go by in 
an automobile or walk along the side- 
walk, they throw them out to people. 
You might put one in each of your 
Christmas packages or cards for those 
who do not know the Lord Jesus, such 
as the gift you exchange at school. Who 
knows — you might bring joy to at least 
one person! (A suggestion: In wrapping 
tracts use one color such as red for 
the children’s tracts, and another color, 
as green, for the adult tracts. In this 
way the children can identify which to 
use in a given case.) The children will 
no doubt want to wrap some to throw 
on the way home this day. Teach them 
to accompany each tract bomb by a 
prayer that the bomb may not be 
wasted but that the Lord will aim it 
right at the person’s heart. 

“Let the people praise thee, O God; 
let all the people praise thee. O let the 
nations be glad and sing for joy” (Psa. 
67:3, 4, Memory Verse). What Christ- 
mas carol fits our verse? (“Joy to the 
World.”) In what ways will you carry 
the Good News this week? 


Orono, MAINE, 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1951 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
= the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 

to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 

Backstairs Lights——It is required in 
stewards, that a man be found faithful 
(1 Cor. 4:2, part of the Golden Text). 
I'll never forget the story I heard 
evangelist Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., tell some 
years ago about the ten-watt light bulb 
and the big chandelier. The chandelier, 
as I remember, hung in the showy liv- 
ing room. It was beautiful, with its 
dazzling cut-glass ornaments and glit- 
tering lights. Visitors often commented 
on its grandeur. But nobody gave the 
ten-watt bulb a second thought. When 
vizitors passed its way, conversation 
usually concerned the chandelier. Yet 
the little ten-watt bulb was equally as 
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important. Hanging over a steep, tricky 
stairway, the little bulb shined faithfully 
to prevent people from breaking their 
necks. This little illustration has im- 
pressed upon me the needs for lights in 
every dark place. Pastors, missionaries, 
and other recognized full-time Chris- 
tian workers are doing a big job. But 
God’s plan calls for a lot of unsung 
lights —lights that will reach a man 
with the Gospel “on the back stairs” 
and keep him from plunging into hell. 
—From the Alliance Weekly. Sent by 
Josephine A, Kinzly, North Tonawanda, 
N. Y. Prize illustration, 


Present Tense, Indicative Mood.— 
Philip . . . preached Christ (Acts 8:5). 
An elderly lady was converted at a 
mission in Dublin, and she told her fam- 
ily that she was saved, and her sins 
forgiven, and she knew it. Later she 
was taken ill and asked that Dean Bagot 
should come to see her. Her niece, 
Lady Castle-Stuart, thought she should 
warn the Dean. She said, “You know 
my aunt has got the idea that her sins 
are forgiven, and that she is saved.” 
Dean Bagot said, “Been to school?” 


“Yes.” “Do you know how to parse?” 
“Yes.” “Got a Bible?” She got the 
Bible. “Now,” said Bagot, “open it at 


Ephesians 1:7, and read the verse, and 
please parse the word ‘have.’” She be- 
gan, “Indicative mood, present tense of 
the verb ‘to have.’” “What does ‘have,’ 
indicative mood, present tense, mean?” 
“It means that I possess, that I have 
got.” “What have you got?” “In whom 
we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of sins.” She left the 
visitor, and, going to her room, there 
laid hold of the indicative mood and 
present tense of the verb “to have.” On 
returning, she said, “I have the forgive- 
ness of my sins according to the riches 
of His grace. I thank God for it.” The 
Dean said, “Go and tell your aunt that; 
it will do her more good than I can.”— 
From the Shantyman. Sent by M. H. 
James, Toronto, Can. 


When the Deacons Got Busy.—And 
hath committed unto us the word of 
reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:19). One of the 
first impulses of a newborn soul is to 
bring someone else to Jesus Christ. God 
always puts this into the heart of a new 
Christian, and one who has never had 
this desire might well question his sal- 
vation. .. . A certain church had gone 
for more than a year without a single 
soul being saved. The pastor told his 
deacons that he thought he should re- 
sign. He asked if any of them had tried 
to win anyone to Christ. None had. 
Then the pastor said, “Let us make a 
covenant that if the Lord cannot use us 
to bring in some souls for Him in the 
near future, all of us will resign.” All 
agreed. The following Monday one dea- 
con went to his store with a burdened 
heart. He invited the first clerk he met 
into his office. They had a heart-to- 
heart talk, and after prayer he came 
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out a saved man. Then another and an. 
other was called in. By late afternoon 
eleven people had been led to Christ, 
The other deacons also had been at work 
and the following | Sunday, thirty men 
were received into the church as a re. 
sult of the witnessing of deacons who 
had never before tried to win anyone 
to Christ. The whole plan of salvation 
is personal. God provided a personal 
Saviour, who died a personal death to 
save lost persons. Therefore it is only 
natural that ene should be a _ personal 
witness.—From Royal Service. Sent by 
Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. 


What Won Him.—As though God did 
beseech you by us (2 Cor. 5:20). A 
minister frequently had in his congre- 
gation a prominent lawyer who was an 
infidel. The pastor had long prayed for 
the salvation of this skeptic, and one 
Sunday, knowing he was to be present 
in church, he prepared his sermon es- 
pecially for him. The lawyer was there 
and listened to the sermon. He went 
his way apparently unmoved. The next 
day, however, he went to the pastor 
and confessed his faith in Jesus Christ. 
The minister rejoiced, and inquired what 
part of his sermon it was which had 
helped bring him to a decision. “Oh, 
it was not your sermon at all,” said the 
lawyer. “I did not hear it. I was mak- 
ing a brief all the time you were talking. 
But at the close of the meeting I saw 
that old colored lady, Aunt Chloe, try- 
ing to get down the slippery steps. I 
tried to help her down, and, as I left, 
she looked up in my face and with tears 
streaming down her black face, she said, 
‘Oh, Massa Jones, ah wish you’d take 
ma dear Jesus!’ Those words rang in 
my ears all day and all night. I got 
down on my knees in my office this 
morning and settled everything. I know 
I’ve been born again and all my infidel- 
ity is gone.”"—From “Quiet Hour Talks,” 
by Keith L. Brooks. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Not. Bad To Become a Leper.—The 
things which happened unto me have 
fallen out rather unto the furtherance 
of the gospel (Phil. 1:12). From up in 
the Himalayas a leper writes this: “I 
am old and blind. Leprosy made me 
blind. But by being a leper I saw Jesus. 
So it was not bad to become a leper.” 
—From the Evangelical Christian. Sent 
by E. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Perfect Liberty Through Restraint— 
Many of the brethren in the Lord, waz- 
ing confident by my bonds, are much 
more bold (Phil. 1:14). When I was 
a child, our nearest neighbor had oc- 
casion to repair the roof of one of his 
barns. So he sent his hired man aloft to 
do the work. There was not a sign of any 
staging built, nora ladder grappled to the 
ridge, nor as much as a cleat nailed on 
to steady himself by; but catching a 
glimpse of the man from our place, I 
saw him walking up and down the steep, 
old-fashioned roof as erect and uncon- 
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cerned as if he were pacing a parlor 
floor. I was naturally curious to learn 
how he did it. Coming a little nearer, 
I saw a long, tough cord securely tied 
about his waist, and extending up over the 
ridge of the roof, while down in the rear 
of the barn stood the proprietor holding 
the cord very tightly with both hands. 
When the man wanted to walk down 
toward the eaves he would sing out, 
“More rope! More rope!” Instantly his 
employer, though out of sight, would 
hear him and would commence cau- 
tiously paying out the rope a few inches 
at a time. When the workman wished 
to return and ascend the steep roof, he 
again called out the proper signal; the 
rope would tighten, and he would walk 
up as leisurely as he would have 
mounted a broad stairway. Now this 
man was bound with a cord and firmly 
held by the power of another. But who 
can fail to see that this restraint was 
what really gave him liberty? The more 
carefully the rope was grasped and han- 
dled, the more complete the liberty of 
the workman — not to fall and break his 
neck, but to go up and down and do the 
repairs safely. The bond made him free. 
Thus the restraint of the Gospel is the 
most perfect liberty—From Dr. A. J. 
Gordon. Sent by Albert Mygatt, David 
City, Nebr. 


All Active.—The one preach Christ of 
contention, not sincerely, supposing to 
add affliction to my bonds; but the other 
of love, knowing that I am set for the 
defence of the gospel (Phil. 1:16, 17). 
A minister was once asked by an old- 
time friend, whom he met in a distant 
city, “How many members do you have 
in your church?” “One thousand,” the 
preacher replied. “Really!” the friend 
exclaimed. “And how many of them 
are active?” “All of them are active,” 
was the response. “About two hundred 
of them are active for the Lord; the bal- 
ance are active for the Devil.” In which 
category do we fall when our pastor 
catalogs the people of his church? More 
important by far, where are we in the 
Lord’s sight? “He that is not with me 
is against me,” said our Lord; “and he 
that gathereth not with me scattereth 
abroad” (Matt. 12:30). Line up actively 
on the Lord’s side today.—From the Pil- 
grim. Sent by the Rev. Charles V. 
Naugie, Macungie, Pa, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


E HAVE talked about giving our 

money to the Lord, and giving our 
lives to Him. Now we are going to look 
at the other side of things and talk about 
our giving the Gospel to those who have 
never heard. Of course we are doing 
this for the Lord, too, though we are 
also doing it for the people who are 
in darkness, 
_ If you have heard the Good News that 
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Jesus Christ died on the cross for you, 
then you have a duty to tell somebody 
else who has not heard. Just the fact 
that you have heard makes it your duty 
to pass along the Good News. 

In our lesson today we have the story 
of a whole city that heard the Gospel 
and believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and we read that there was great joy 
in that city. Philip had heard the Good 
News, and he went down to Samaria and 
told that city. 

In that first church, just after the Lord 
Jesus went back to Heaven, all the 
Christian people went about telling the 
Gospel to those who had not heard. 
They were driven out of some cities, and 
went right on preaching in the next 
town they came to. What do you sup- 
pose would happen if all the real Chris- 
tians in America did that? There would 
be a great revival, and thousands would 
be brought to the Lord. 

Over in Africa a few years ago there 
were just a few Christians in two tribes, 
and the Italians drove all the mission- 
aries out, so the people had no teachers. 
But they had learned to love the Lord 
so much that they would not turn from 
Him even when they were persecuted. 
The missionaries were gone for seven 
years, and they prayed for their African 
Christians, but they could not get any 
word to them or hear from them. At 
last the day came when the missionaries 
could go back, after the country was 
taken away from Italy. What do you 
suppose they found? The tribe that had 
a few churches now had many, and al- 
most the whole tribe believed on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the tribe that had 
but two or three Christian families now 
had many churches. How had they done 
it? By telling about the Lord wherever 
they went. One of the wonderful things 


« about it is that these two tribes used to 


be always fighting each other, and now 
they can worship God together. They 
love each other, because they love the 
Lord. 

In many cities in our own country this 
past year there have been great meet- 
ings where the Gospel was preached and 
thousands believed on Christ. There are 
such meetings going on now, and will 
be all this winter, if the Lord does not 
return. If any of these meetings are 
in your town, try to get some of your 
friends to go and hear the Gospel. And 
you can help by giving out invitations. 
You can ask your schoolmates to go 
to the children’s meetings. You can talk 
about the meetings. You can talk about 
the Lord Jesus. It will be a grand 
chance to help give out the Word of God, 

If none of these meetings come near 
you, still you can give out the Word of 
God. Did you ever have a Testament 
to carry in your pocket? If you are a 
first grade Primary, maybe you can’t 
read very well yet, but you can find a 
few verses and learn to read them. It 
is a good habit to form, to have at least 
a New Testament always with you. It 
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**How We May Live the Victorious Chris- 

tian Life.”” 4 splendid book entitled “The True Vine” 

has just come out in which the victorious Christian life is pre- 

sented in attractive story form. This book received a splendid 

review in this paper a short time ago. Price $1.00. Apply 

—. £. J, Gray, the author, 429 Talbot Street, St. Thomas, 
jo. 
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is a witness that you are a Christian, 
and it gives you something to talk about, 
when your playmates ask you what that 
book is. See? 

Another way you can give out God’s 
Word is by Scripture cards. You can 
give a pretty card with a verse to a 
friend. You can give a birthday card 
with a Bible verse to friends, both large 
and small. 

I know a boy who is memorizing 
Scripture verses. He was given a few 
Scripture cards at a summer camp, and 
now he is going to get the whole set 
of Navigator’s memory cards and learn 
them all. I hope he does, for he will 
never forget them if he learns them now. 
Why don’t you try it? 

There is a preacher in Toronto who 
has done much to send the Gospel to 
many parts of the world, and he has a 
motto that is something like this, “No- 
body has a right to hear the Gospel twice 
until all the world has heard it once.” 
In other words, don’t keep telling it over 
and over to the same people, but go out 
to those who have never heard. I guess 
you think everybody in America has 
heard that Christ died for them, but they 
haven't. They could hear if they wanted, 
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because all they need to do is turn on 
the radio almost any day, and they could 
hear,' but they are not hunting for the 
Gospel. We must go and take it to 
them. Will you help? 

FELTON, CALIF, 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1020) 


1. If God’s people will not engage in 
planned expansion, God will use pres- 
sure expansion. 


2. It sifts, purifies, and emboldens the 
church, 


3. He was one of the first “deacons” 
(Acts 6:5), who became a noted evange- 
list (chap. 21:8). 


4. “Hearing and seeing” (Acts 8:6). 


5. In human reconciliation, the of- 
fended one is reconciled to the offender; 
in divine reconciliation, the offender is 
reconciled to the offended One (2 Cor. 
5: 18-20). 


6. To make known the message of 
reconciliation to others (v. 20). 


7. The cross of Christ. 
2:13, 16). 


8. As a philosophy of experience (Phil. 
1:12); as a principle of operation (1 Cor. 
9:22); as a pattern of conduct (1 Cor. 
9:12). 


9. (a) Paul and his Gospel became the 
gossip of Caesar’s court (Phil. 1:13); 
(b) Paul’s friends were challenged to 
more heroic efforts (v. 14); (c) Paul’s 
rivals took advantage of his enforced 
silence to promote themselves (v. 16). 


See Ephesians 


10. Paul did not rejoice in the ulterior 
motives, but in the fact that Christ was 
preached. He was willing to be in ob- 
scurity if only Christ were made known. 

WHEATON, ILL, 

we 


Progress at Shelton College 





N MAY of this year the charter of the 

National Bible Institute, New York, 
was amended, changing the name to 
Shelton College and giving the author- 
ity to grant the Bachelor of Arts de- 
gree. The first enrollment under this 
expanded program is now complete. A 
breakdown of. the total enrollment of 
264 shows 139 students in Liberal Arts, 
82 in Religious Education, 20 in Theol- 
ogy, 12 in the Diploma courses, and 11 
in the Missionary Medical Department. 
There are 72 veterans in attendance. In 
the Evening School there are over 300 
students. An interesting side light is 
that men are more numerous than 
women — 159 to 105. 

This year is the tenth under the ad- 
ministration of President J. Oliver Bus- 
well, Jr. In that time the enrollment has 
increased from 95 to its present 264. 
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lesson for December 10 
With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 





Our Lord Prays for His Own. By Mar- 
cus Rainsford. (Moody Press, Chicago 
10; $3.50.) With this volume, an exposi- 
tion of John 17, the publishers of the 
Wycliffe Series of Christian Classics 
continue to maintain a high standard in 
devotional literature. Though the author 
is not well known, just a few pages of 
his writings convince the reader that 
Rainsford is competent to write on a 
very deep subject. Forty-one chapters 
expound the twenty-six verses of the 
prayer of Christ. Although many of the 
chapters discuss just a short phrase, 
the treatment is not fragmentary — the 
context is ever kept in view. There are 
many references to other parts of the 
Word. Of special interest are the bio- 
graphical introduction, which is well- 
written and helpful, and an appendix 
which records a dialogue between Rains- 
ford and D. L. Moody, wherein the for- 
mer answered publicly questions on th 
Gospel which the great evangelist pro- 
pounded. 


The Deity of Christ, and Other Sermons. 
By John Calvin. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) Pas- 
tor Leroy Nixon has selected for a new 
translation twenty of Calvin’s sermons 
bearing on the person and work of 
Christ. The choice was made from a 
thousand sermons in “Corpus Reforma- 
torum,” Calvini Opera. The topics are 
distributed as follows: one sermon on 
Christ’s deity, one on His nativity, and 
one each on His resurrection and final 
advent; eight on the Passion; and four 
each on the Ascension and Pentecost. 
The sermons set forth the essential doc- 
trines of Scripture as Calvin preached 
them. They are evidence of the many- 
sided character of a man who excelled 
as exegete, theologian, organizer, and 
preacher. Their appearance at this time 
will prove a real blessing to all who 
avail themselves of the volume. 


The Life of the Apostle Paul. By Al- 
bert Barnes. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $3.50.) Neither biography 
nor commentary, this unique volume is 
a most successful attempt to illustrate 
the enduring applicability of Christian 
truth by a study of outstanding incidents 
in Paul’s experience. With insight, 
Sagacity, and unobtrusive scholarship, 
Dr. Barnes considers not apostolic doc- 
trine as such but apostolic conduct as 
exemplifying New Testament principles 
of faith and life. Especially striking 


_ we the chapters, “Paul Before Felix: 
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Christianity in contact with a corrupt 
heart”; “Paul Before Festus: Christian- 
ity in contact with a mind that regards 
religion as pertaining to others .. .”; 
and “Paul Before Agrippa: Christianity 
in contact with the mind of a specula- 
tive believer.” Striking, too, is the dis- 
cussion of Paul’s journey to Rome, which 
brings out the relationship between di- 
vine sovereignty and human agency: 
Calvinists and Arminians alike will find 
this treatment interesting. Certainly the 
Church as a whole is indebted to the 
Baker Book House for again making 
available this valuable exposition. 


The Children We Teach. By Elizabeth 
S. Whitehouse. (Judson Press, Philadel- 
phia 3; $2.50.) The author discusses 
religion and psychology in a volume that 
evinces a real and sympathetic ac- 
quaintance with children — their desires, 
problems, and experiences. The book 
abounds in illustrations which make for 
interesting and helpful reading. There 
are, however, two serious defects: first, 
the discussion is almost entirely child- 
centered — what he will not understand, 
or will not like to hear, must not be 
taught to him. Specifically, young chil- 
dren should not be taught the Trinity, 
or the agonies of the cross. Second, sin 
as enmity against God is almost ignored, 
Sin is treated as wrongdoing, which God 
will forgive because He is merciful. 
There is little stress on the central doc- 
trine of God’s grace in Christ, 


Skid Row Stopgap. By Mel Larson. 
(Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, IIL, 
$1.50.) Here is a thrilling testimony to 
God’s response to the believer’s faith. 
The story of the Memphis Union Mis- 
sion, under the dynamic and consecrated 
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CARILLONIC BELLS 


Like the beckoning o} 


a gentle spirit 


In most neighborhoods there 
are many good people who need 
as reminding, a friendly 
persuasion that reaches into 
their hearts and brings them to 
church. ‘‘Carillonic Bells,” send- 
ing their inspiring message, 
provide exactly that persuasion. 
And the people who respond 
come to the church whose 
“voice” speaks to them. 

Any church can afford 
““Carillonic Bells’’—a tower 

isn’t required. This electronic 
carillon, made only by Schul- 
merich is remarkable for its 
beauty of tone and crystal 
clarity. More than 1,500 tower 
installations attest its su- 

riority. Write for descriptive 


iterature. 


Carillonic Bells 


SCHULMERICH ELECTRONICS, INC. 
259 Carillon Hill 


SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


“Carillonic Bells” is a trade- 

mark. It denotes electronic 

carillons produced by Schul- 
- merich Electronics, Inc. 


leadership and vision of Jimmy Stroud, 
reads like a leaf torn directly from the 
pages of God’s book of miracles. Three 
distinctive impressions will be received 
from the reading of these pages: (1) 
there will be a richer and wider com- 
prehension of the ministry, actual and 
potential, of the rescue mission in gen- 
eral and of the Memphis Mission in par- 
ticular; (2) there will be inspiration 
from the glimpses into the busy life of 
one of the Lord’s front-line lieutenants 
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Reaching School Children 
for Christ 


At present we are reaching about 
250,000 children with our Scripture 
Memory Plan and many.are being 
saved; but in the ten states in which 
we are working there are nearly five 
million school children who never 
attend Sunday school. 


Pray for these children and write for 
“What is the Children’s Bible Mission?” 


CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 











When answering advertisements, please men- 
tion The Sunday School Times as reference. 














A Pleasing Christmas Gift 


* for young parents 
* for young couples 
* for youth counselors 
* for Sunday school teachers 
TRAINING YOUR CHILD FOR CHRIST 
By Edith M. Gunderson 
A popular handbook highly recommended 


by experts in child training. Used successfully 
by thousands. Excellent for class study use. 


64 pages. Attractive colorful cover. 
60 cents per copy; 10 for $5.00 
Order TODAY for your Christmas giving 
ALEXANDER PRESS, INC. 
710 S. Federal Street Chicago 5, Illinois 
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in action; (3) there will be a warm 
glow of praise and rejoicing arising from 
the heart-warming story of changed lives 
and of blighted hopes brought to bloom 
again through transforming faith in the 
Son of God. This is refreshment for the 
Saints, and it cannot help but be a 
compelling challenge to both the indif- 
ferent believer and the inquisitive unbe- 
liever. 
ve 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, December 10 


2. The Bible Is Interesting 
(Psa. 119:105; Luke 15:1-24) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
N ONE sense, to say that “the Bible 
is interesting” is a prodigious under- 
statement. We saw last week that the 
Bible is God’s great revelation to man 
concerning redemption. If one were 
sinking in the sea and unable to swim, 
he would hardly look upon an approach- 
ing lifeboat, or a li‘e belt thrown by a 
friend, as “interesting.” 
4 
And yet, in another sense, and this 
is the sense intended in this week’s topic, 





I. @. on Jews and Judaism 


(Copyrighted) 


by Rev. M. Zeidman 


When a Jew Goes to Bed 








Q.—What does a Hebrew do when he retires 
for the night? 

A.—As he lays down in bed the Jew recites 
a prayer—called “Prayer Upon the 
Bed.” In this prayer he invokes the pro- 
tection of God and guardian angels. 

Q.—In what language is the prayer recited? 

A—In the Hebrew language, and we are 
translating the most important passages 
for the reader of this article: 

“Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, 
King of the universe, who makest the 
bands of sleep to fall upon mine eyes, 
and slumber upon mine eyelids. May it 
be thy will, O Lord my God and God 
of my fathers, to suffer me to lie down 
in peace and to let me rise up again in 
peace. Let not my thoughts trouble me, 
nor evil dreams, nor evil fancies, but 
let my rest be perfect before thee. O 
lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep 
of death, for it is thou who givest light 
to the apple of the eye. Blessed art 
thou, O Lord, who givest light to the 


whole world in thy glory,” also Psalm 
91 and Psalm 3. Then the Jew repeats 
three times: “Behold, he that guardeth 
Israel will neither slumber nor sleep” 
and “For thy salvation I hope, O Lord. 
I hope, O Lord, for thy salvation. O 
Lord, for thy salvation I hope.” Then 
the following is read: “In the name of 
the Lord, the God of Israel, may Michael 
be at my right hand; Gabriel at my left; 
before me, Uriel; behind me, Raphael; 
and above my head the Shechina [She- 
kinah] of God,” concluding with Psalm 
128 and repeating: “Stand in awe, and 
sin not: commune with your own heart 
upon your bed, and be still.” The mes- 
sage of the Scott Mission to the Jewish 
people is 2 Timothy 1:7, “For God hath 
not given us the spirit of fear; but of 
power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind,” and 1 John 4:18,-“‘There is no 
fear in love; but perfect love casteth out 
fear: because fear hath torment. He 
that feareth is not made perfect in love.” 


The Scott Mission is a mighty testimony to the Jewish people, whose ministry 


reaches Jews in Poland, Germany, Italy, Hungary, Israel, and elsewhere. 


A faith Mis- 


sion that urgently needs and fully deserves your prayerful support. 


Rev. M. Zeidman, Director, 
Scott Mission, Inc., 

502 Spadina Avenue, 
Teronte 4, Canada. 


Dear Sir: Enclosed please find $........... 


tion of the Jewish people. 
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the Bible is by no means the dull, dry 
book that some seem to think it is, 
judging from the way in which it lies 
unopened in bureau drawers and book. 
cases. It throbs with life and excite. 
ment and power for those who will 
search it out. The great reason so many 
find the Bible uninteresting is that they 
have never taken the time or trouble 
to read the Scriptures with anything 
like the attention they give to other 
books. They are content to accept some- 
one else’s opinion of its contents and 
teaching and are satisfied. with an oc- 
casional, hurried glance at its ‘pages. 

At the very beginning of any: discus- 
sion. of this week’s topic it should be 
pointed out that until an individual has 
been born again through faith in and 
acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ as 
his Saviour, there can be no deep un- 
derstanding of the Bible. True, it does 
speak to unregenerate man, convicting 
of sin and pointing the way to salvation, 
But no real love for God’s Word and no 
appreciation of its spiritual meaning can 
be expected by one who has not first 
accepted the Saviour it portrays and pre- 
sents. “The natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God: for they 
are foolishness unto him: neither § can 
he know them, because they are spir- 
itually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). To such 
the Bible is just another book or collec- 
tipn of books, containing some truths 
and some mistakes, not authoritative, 
and not especially applicable to the time 
in which we live, 

But to one who has accepted Christ as 
Saviour and received new life from Him, 
the Bible should be a personal letter 
from a loving Father full of the most 
absorbingly interesting and important 
truths and difection for the way. So 
if we find the Bible a dull book, we will 
do well to examine our relationship to 
Christ. We cannot know the Book un- 
til we have become acquainted with its 
Author, 

Me 


The believer has another important 
advantage over the unbeliever in under- 
standing the Bible. Before the Lord 
Jesus left this earth at the close of His 
ministry, He promised to send another 
Comforter, or one called alongside to 
help, the Holy Spirit. He was to in- 
dwell all believers and to “guide you 
into all truth.” The Lord Jesus said of 
Him, “He shall take of mine, and shall 
shew it unto you” (John 14:16, 17; 16: 
14, 15). 

It was this same Holy Spirit who 
moved the “holy men of God” as they 
wrote down the Scriptures (2 Pet. 1: 
19-21), and He it is that can and will 
open them up to the believer, helping 
him to understand them and apply them 
in the right way. Now let us not mis- 
take this truth. God’s mind is infinite 
and perfect and unlimited in knowledge 
and holy. We are finite, and limited in 
many ways. Therefore we shall never, 
in this life at least, plumb the depths 
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Lesson for December 10 


With mission boards seek- 
ing more missionaries and 
with the time growing short 
for getting God’s Word 
out, it is important to 
get the best Bible training. 
Whether you intend to 
serve at home or on the 
foreign field, consider 
training at Moody Bible 
Institute—known the world 
over as a center of Bible 
teaching: 
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CONSIDER THESE FACTS: 

The largest Bible school faculty (40) plus the largest Bible school 
library ¢ Moody alone offers a Missionary Technical Course, as well 
as comprehensive Foreign and Home Missionary courses ¢ Students 

learn soul-winning by actual experience—each year 8,000 decisions 
for Christ are secured « Over 52,000 have received training at 
this “West Point” of Christian service ¢ These facts, plus the 
effective service of thousands of Moody-trained personnel serving 
so many mission boards, should prove to you that Moody is the 
school for your training! Write for illustrated catalog. Address 
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CHRISTMAS SPECIAL: During December, three 


or more subscriptions $1.50 each. 


THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CO. 
Highland, Illinois 


Thee 
Christmas Season 


Introduce these two fine, 
monthly visitors into your 
family circle 


I he Christian Parent 


brings sound, Christian advice 
for parental problems, and out- 
standing daily devotions. 





Your children will love 


My Chum 


with its stories, poems, puzzles, 
and Christian comics. 





Either Magazine $2 a year 











RESCUE 


MISSIONS 


(Advertisements) 





THE RESCUE SOCIETY, INC. 
5 Doyers Street New York 13, N. Y. 
51 Steps from The Bowery 
Gospel service every night since 1893 


“The Old Shack on the Street of 
Forgotten Men”—Tom Noonan 


Shelter, food, clothing, medical care, and jobs for 
the needy.—Never closed! 


Howard Wade Kimsey, Superintendent 


The 
McAuley Water Street Mission 


124-126 Water Street New York 5, N. Y. 
Ke ounded 78 yous 13 ION he Jerry Mohan, 
the purpose of the as never ¢ 

and we are still seeking to win souls to CH nist 
by faithfully preaching the GOSPEL. 


Ludwig B. Armerding, Supt. 





BROTHERHOOD MISSION, INC. 
401 E. Girard Avenue Philadelphia 25, Pa. 
“On the Jericho Road” caring for the spiritual 
and physical needs of boys and girls, men and 

women. 
RESCUE MISSION ACTIVITIES 
CHILDREN’S TEMPLE SUMMER CAMP 


CENTRAL UNION MISSION 


624 Indiana Avenue 

Washington 4, D. C. National 4349 
Children’s Emergency Home, Camp Bennett Mis- 
sion Farm. Gospel services every night. Children’s 
meetings every Saturday morning. Reasonable 
rooms available for guests. Preaching Christ in 
the Nation’s Capital! “The Hour of Power”—Sun- 
days 9.00 a.m., WMAL -- 630KC —and FM. 


Herbert E. Eberhardt, Supt. 





The arts, mg =a A Cremorne 


434 W. 42nd — Sew York 19, N. Y. 
An Interd. inati I Faith Work 
ee the basipese of reaching men for Christ since 
882. Ministe to about 100 men daily, holding 
pn the Word of Lite and Hope 6n an aggressive, 
evangelistic plane James E; Bennet, Pres. 
Used clothing always welcome 








Christian Herald's BOWERY MISSION 
and Young Men's Home 

227 The Bowery New York 2 
Rev. George L. Bolton, Superintendent 

70 years serving men of The Bowery. Gospel 

services noon and night. Provides food, lodging, 

and clothing, finds jobs for the worthy, maintains 

medical clinic, operates “Home Up Town,” ae 

men opportunity to “come back.” 2,996 profe 

conversions last year. 





Goodwill Home and Rescue Mission 
28-44 Eagles Street, Newark 2, N. J. 


as the Rescue Branch of the churches. 

feeding, and giving employment to home- 

transient men, sosiating pot fam families; ae 
eetings, eetings; 

and Convalescent Home Visitation. s 

services nightly. 


LAWRENCE SUTHERLAND, Superintendent 







The Mission Among the Poor To Make the Lord 

lesus Christ Known 
THE HELPING HAND RESCUE 
MISSION, INC. 
Endorsed by the Philadelphia Chamber of Com- 
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141 Fairmount Avenue Philadelphia 23, Pa. 
You may help in this og with your gifts and 
clothes or canned 


Carl H. Seitz, Pres. Alfred B. Crump, Supt. 





STAR OF HOPE MISSION, INC. 
Founded in 1913 by Peter Stam, Sr. 
Holding forth the Word of Life to the unchurched, 

sick, arid neglected in a busy industrial city. 
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Jacob Stam, President Clazina Stam, Secretary 
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UNION RESCUE MISSION and 
VICTORY SERVICE CLUB 


226 S. Main Street Les Angeles 53, Calif. 
Ministering to the spiritual and material needs of 
homeless men and boys. Also, providing a home 
away from home for men and boys of armed forces. 
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a.m. and p.m. Hugh R. Murchison, Pres. of 
Directors. Union Rescue Mission founded 1891, 
Victory Service Club founded 1942. 

















November 25, 


marvels to be found there. A Chris- 
tian leader once said to a young man 
who was complaining that there were 
some things in the Bible he could not 
understand, “Son, you must be satisfied 
to let God know a few things you do not 
know.” Nevertheless, if we are willing 
to apply ourselves to the reading of the 
Scriptures, and to ask God to help us 
through His indwelling Holy Spirit to 
understand what we read, He will make 
the Bible for us a Book rich in wisdom, 
in direction, in comfort, in inspiration, 
and in thrilling interest beyond any 
other book. we 


Regularity in reading the Bible is 
essential if we would get the most value 
from it. One does not read a guide 
book spasmodically; or only when in 
difficulty. Its value is as a daily refer- 
ence to keep out of difficulty and to 
get the most out of the journey. So 
God’s Word brings to us its greatest help 
when we read it daily, preferably at 
the beginning of the day. 

Systematic reading has been a bless- 
ing to many, following some tested sys- 
tem of reading that will carry one 
through the entire Scriptures in one 
year, two years, or five years, whichever 
is best suited to the need and time 
available to the reader. The Moody 
Bible Institute publishes a Bible Read- 
ing Calendar giving morning readings 
in the Old Testament and evening read- 
ings in the New Testament for the year. 
It may be had free by addressing the 
Institute, 153 Institute Place, Chicago. 
Another plan, prepared by that great 
Christian, Robert Murray McCheyne, 
may be had from the Bible House of 
Los Angeles, 927 S. Westmoreland St., 
Los Angeles, Calif. Ask for McCheyne’s 
“Daily Bread” and enclose a few stamps 
for postage. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Leading the Devotional Period 
(Continued from page 1018) 


would read the Bible for themselves 
if what they heard of it was well read. 
Select your chapter and read it over 
and over again, aloud. Suppose you 
have a week’s warning, then every night 
and every morning, read it aloud. As 
you read, think of what you are reading. 
Then, without any training or any arti- 
ficial effect, you will automatically put 
meaning into your voice. A further 
step might be, at the end of the reading, 
to say what the chapter means to you. 

The second way you may give devo- 
tions is to follow an outline someone 
else has made. If you own a Scofield 
Reference Bible; there are footnotes in 
it that may be used as outlines. The 
footnote on John 15 has an outline on 
fruit bearing, showing how one can bear 
fruit, more fruit, and much fruit. 

Or you may look over some of the 
past Sunday school lessons, and select 
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Lesson for December 10 


one that meant much to you when you 
studied it. Scripture is always fresh, 
and if it has been some months since 
the lesson was taught, it will seem new 
to the listeners. Or you may find an 
outline in a tract. 

In using an outline that was made by 
someone else, you should not select an 
outline which is too deep for simple 
meditation, such as the Scofield note on 
Acts 2:4. That is a complete summary 
of the work of the Holy Spirit and there 
is far too much material in it to crowd 
into one short message. The other pit- 
fall is selecting an outline that may have 
an excellent truth in it, but which does 
not mean anything to you personally. 
It is much better to give a simple mes- 
sage and have that message come from 
your own experience. Your listeners 
quickly sense it if you know personally 
the truth of which you are speaking. 

And do not talk too long. If you try 
to crowd too much into one message, you 
will hurry, and your listeners will in- 
wardly hurry with you, instead of taking 
in what you are saying. It is better to 
give a short message that will be helpful 
and will be appropriated than a long 
message that will tire your listeners. 

If you know that you may be asked 
to give these little messages from time 
to time, prepare a scrapbook and paste 
in it outlines that may be used, and 
illustrations that are especially fitting. 

Then you should have a notebook, and 
each day, as you read your Bible, write 
in your own words, what you have read, 
and what it means to you. This will 
give you practice in digging out nug- 
gets of truth from the Word. It will 
enrich your own spiritual life so much 
that, when you are asked to give a mes- 
sage, you will be prepared, because your 
heart is prepared. . 

Hottywoop, Catir. 


ve 


Ever-Burning Spiritual Fires 
(Continued from second page) 


heart to God. We cannot utter true 
praise to God without emitting from our- 
selves the warm breath that is in us. 
To say a true “Hallelujah,” we must emit 
our warm breath in order to make the 
aspirate. We cannot read over the 
Psalms of David without noticing the 
fervent and warm heart of praise toward 
God that was in him when he wrote them. 
Again and again, in various phrases, the 
Word of God exhorts us to have within 
Us this heart of praise, and to have it 
in us always, and never to let it go 
out. “By him therefore let us offer the 
Sacrifice of praise to God continually” 
(Heb. 13:15). David had this heart of 
praise to God continually. It was as a 
fire in his heart that never went out. 
“I will bless the Lord at all times: his 
praise shall continually be in my mouth” 
(Psa, 34:1). This was the experience of 
Paul and Silas in their dismal prison in 
Philippi. “And at midnight Paul and 
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FOUR scenes 


FOR-ONLY... 


) *7:22 
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Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God.” fire of love that burned continually on § » 
The fire of praise was ever burning upon the altar of His loving heart. May it be 
JEWS CO*i the altar of their hearts; it never went so with us. The great Latin Church c 
out, not even in prison, nor at midnight, Father, Augustine (in his famous work S 
through the ministry of the when most other fires had gone out. Civitatis Dei, “The City of God”), says fe 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., Once, when in India, the writer went = ag oo ga “ hay —— . 
. : ities: with a friend to visit an invalid but ans: “To Him we offer on the a of 
in five leading American cities: very godly missionary. Soon after we ur hearts the sacrifice of humility and s 
Baltimore, Chicago, los Angeles, entered the room, the missionary said to praise, kindled by the fire of burning C 
New York City, Philadelphia. the friend, “Well, have you anything to Jove.” May the Lord grant to us al] J a>! 
FIND OUT MORE ABOUT praise the Lord for today?” He said, to have these spiritual fires ever burn. Ale 
“No, nothing special today.” The in- ing on the altar of our hearts. sen 
Tuts MINISTRY. valid missionary leaned back in his May Thy rich grace impart . 
chair, and said, “Oh, that men would "ee eee heart, y 
praise the Lord for his goodness, and As Thou Re died for me, i 
for his wonderful works to the children Oh, may my love to Thee, f 
of men!” (Psa. 107:8.) It was a lesson Pure, warm, and changeless be, - 
to the friend, and also to the writer. A living fire. . 
7, he g After that they felt that there was al- % c 
“dia Mission ways something for which they could . , € 
isis enaieiaaanel praise God. So may it be with us. Is Our Christmas Scriptural? ‘ 
A Soul-Winning, Bible-Teachi Ry Mi There are enough of the eigen God (Continued from page 1018) I 
GOD'S Faithfulness in the lives of each of us to keep us I 
In Hyderabad State and Central Proviness sat : if we feel that we are causing oth 
raising God through all eternity. & others t 
A traithel told af ake ines potion” ¥ . . - to stumble, we may omit Santa Claus, € 
Write for fuller information IV. THe Fire oF Love and many other elements, and perhaps 
“Many waters cannot quench love, ¢ven the Christmas tree which adds no 
neither can floods drown it: if a man necessary enjoyment to a joyful celebra- 
BOW VR, HY, would give all the substance of his house tion. However, the tree conveys no 
s RAIN MES for love, he would utterly be contemned” other idea than that of decorativeness 
_big double Heh 2) (Song of Sol. 8:7, R.V.). This quota- to most celebrations and as such is not I 
Daly Ser Ge ter thes. Cents tion alone would show that love is as a harmful. But I should hesitate to in- ' 
Orinted on both sides, illustrated. Scripture fire. Love in the heart of the Lord Jesus troduce even that into a heathen tribe 
. eS oo ee. OE, Christ was always burning toward God where I was making Christ known for 
_ CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC. and toward mankind. Nothing could the first time, for with their worship Me 
1517 North 3rd Street, Harrisburg, Po. quench it; nothing could put out that of sacred trees, a Christmas tree could 
easily be misunderstood as an object 
of worship. if 
. I do not claim to have found all the ce! 
WAR IN AFRICA? truth about this subject. I have put lo’ 
down my thoughts as I have carefully ca 
* Soteeeine 06 wer: net oy. cee, alted Nations, but by a united body of ond prayerfully gone over the ground, Hi 
A declaration of war: not against authority and governments, but against searching out the historical background, cli 
principalities and powers, paganism and darkness ! the context, and the relation of Old an 
A declaration of war: not to bring death and destruction, but to give life Testament teachings in their application gr 
eternal and a sure foundation ! to the spiritual life of the believer sa 
A declaration of war: not for ideals and world peace, but for the Gospel of today. te 
Jesus Christ, and soul peace that passeth understanding! Cotumsm, S. C tr 
This is the task of the S.LM. hn ” pe te 
OUR MUNITIONS . . TN 
«+ «+ -rhe PRAYERS of God’s people. Will you pray for victory? A New Christmas Service 
Gece whe wy oon ate ba ee our men and press the battle on the nce again, Mary Brainerd Smith 
- +. Lhe LIFE that you as a true soldier of the Cross must give in volun- Tr ug: d mg » ern aad, “1 
tary service. Will you go and fight under the banner of the Victor? MES readers, has prepared a Christ- 9 
War is costly in lives, money, material, mas service for use in Sunday schools. he 
time. Keep the reinforcements and supplies It is entitled, “Good Gifts and Perfect w 
going to the front line. : Gifts,” and is centered around the theme pe 
Write to the Secretary of God’s great Gift to us— His own Son n 
—and what we can and should give to m 
SUDAN INTERIOR MISSION Him and to others because He has first h 
212 St. George Street 164 W. 74th Street loved us. y 
Toronto, Canada New York 23, N. Y. The service includes responsive Scrip- 8 
ture readings, special hymns set to 0; 
The S.IL.M. “SUDAN WITNESS” will be Pet familiar hymn tunes, and poems and v 
ae = — Amesion. starting JANU. od recitations suitable for boys and girls 
or ears, this mission magazine has ‘ : 
by and informed you of the great work = the vapseus departments of the school. 
of God in the SI. It is in convenient folder form, p 
New subscription a Special attention Copies of this new Christmas service n 
$1.00 for 1 year given to Christmas may be had at 25 cents a dozen, or $2 = 
$2.00 for 3 years Gift Subscriptions, a hundred. Just address The Sunday F 
Enter your subscription NOW. School Times Company, 325 N. 13th St. it 
: eel Christmas service. t 
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9 Paul's Stature 


(Continued from second page) 


Clarence Macartney’s book, “Great 
Sermons of the World.” The correct 
form of the sentence runs like this, 
“Three cubits in stature he touched 
the skies.” Obviously this would make 
St. Paul a very short man. 


On the subject of Paul’s physical dis- 
ability, taken up in the same letter, Mr. 
Alexander Fraser of Pittsburgh, Pa., 
sends the following: 


If the Times had used the American 
Revision in its answer to “How Tall 
Was Paul?” in the issue of October 14, 
it would have made a much more ef- 
fective presentation of its answer. “Ye 
see how large a letter I have written 
unto you with mine own hand,” can 
reasonably be understood as referring 
only to the size of the letter —the 
epistle as a whole, and carries no in- 
ference as to the apostle’s eyesight. 

However, the A.R.V. reads, “See with 
how large letters I write unto you with 
mine own hand,” and a clear implica- 
tion for the apostle’s poor eyesight is 
established. 


For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 4 to 1€ 


Mon.—1 Corinthians 9:13-19. 

We Have a Commission. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Woe is unto me, 
if I preach not the gospel.” Paul’s in- 
centive to preach Christ came from the 
love of Christ, his salvation, and his 
call to be a minister and witness for 
Him. We, too, are saved to serve. The 
claims of God upon us are koly, just, 
and great. He made us, saved us by 
grace, entrusted us with the word of 
salvation, and gave us Jesus as our pat- 
tern. Woe unto us if we betray our 
trust. Pray for the Baptist Bible Insti- 
tute, 8283 Hough Ave., Cleveland 3. 
Tues.—Galatians 1:11-17. 

Called To Preach. 


Prayer SuccesTions: “God .. . called 
me by his grace, to reveal his Son in 
me, that I might preach him among the 
heathen.” No man has a right to take 
unto himself the preaching of the Gos- 
pel. He makes “some” preachers, but 
not all. Real preachers are God-called 
men. Hirelings are many, undershep- 
herds of Christ all too few. What are 
your credentials? What is your commis- 
sion? Pray for more strong ministers 
of Christ. 


Wed.—Romans 15:17-21. 
Finding New Frontiers. 
PRAYER SvuGGEsTIONS: “I strived to 
preach the gospel, not where Christ was 
named, lest I should build upon another 
man’s foundation.” How different was 
Paul’s ministry from that of some seek- 
ing to build up their churches by using 
another man’s materials, and to increase 
their own flocks by stealing sheep from 
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OLD FASHIONED REVIVAL 
HOUR SONGS 


Compiled by Dr. Charles E. Fuller and H. Leland Green 
Now yYou can join the choir and congregation of the 
Old Fashioned Revival Hour Broadcast. This new book 
® contains words and music to 128 favorite songs you 
heat each week. Increases your enjoyment and bless- 
ings from the program. Wonderful for group singing. 


Sing right along .. 






Get your copy today... 

132 pages, two-color paper cover, Perma-Plastic binding lets 
book open fiat. Buy at your local music or Book and Bible 
store, or ORDER DIRECT, 60c prepaid. 


RODEHEAVER HALL-MACK COMPANY 


WESTERN BRANCH: 
1151 E. Hype Px. Biv. 
Inctewoop, Caurr. 


Special feature: 


11 beoutiful pictures that bring 
Dr. Fuller and his entire group 
right into your home. See your 
oarves radio friends and sing 
w 





MAIN OFFICE: 
107 Nintn Sraeet 
hem. Winona Lake, Inpiana 








SELL BIBLES, BOOKS, MOTTOES, GREETING CARDS 
RIGHT IN YOUR HOME COMMUNITY... 


Areal Christian service | MoopY PRESS Dept. $701 
with a profit for you. | 820 N. LeSolle Street © Chicage 10, Iilineis 


WANTED 


Sook 
MISSIONARIES 








Write for details today! | Nore— 











The Times advertising columns can help you in your work in the church or Sunday 
school. Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 





THE DIVINE CONQUEST 


by A. W. TOZER 
Introduction by William L. Culbertson 


A sturdy protest against formality in 
religion, and a prophetic call to the 
genuine inward experience of the things 
of the spirit, Dr. Tozer is an inspired 
writer, one who clothes his thoughts in 


words that sink deeply into the heart. 
Thoroughly committed to the Bible as the 
final authority, the author emphasizes the 


essential, deep down spirituality of true religion. Minis- 
ters will appreciate this message from this original thinker. 


$1.50 
At All Bookstores 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
NEW YORK 10, NEW YORK 











What Does the Times Publish? 


Perhaps you can find here just the thing for an inexpensive 
- Christmas remembrance for some friend 


PAMPHLETS 


BOOKLETS 


A Chemist and His Bible. By Charles 
M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Sce.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet on the truth and 
wonders of the Bible by a man who for 
many years was the Director of Research 
for one of the world’s largest industrial cor- 
porations. Paper bound, 48 pages, 30 cents 
each. 


A Little Kit of Teacher’s Tools. By 
Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 


An excellent aid to the Sunday school 
teacher. Some Sunday schools have pro- 
vided copies for every teacher. Good sup- 
plementary reading for teacher training 
classes. Paper bound, 72 pages, 25 cents 
each; $10 for fifty. 


A Voice from Beyond. By Philip E. 
Howard, LL.D. 


A selection of thirty poems composed out 
of keen spiritual insight and rich Christian 
experience by one who knew, loved, served, 
and trusted the Lord. Paper bound, 50 cents 
each. 


Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly? By 
Robert Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D. 


The ninth edition of Professor Wilson’s 
scholarly exposé of the fallacy of Higher 
Criticism. The central theme of this book- 
let is that every part of the Bible is God’s 
Word. Paper bound, 64 pages, 25 cents each. 


Scripture Choruses. By Robert Hark- 
ness. 


One hundred and sixty-five Golden Texts 
from different portions of the Bible set to 
music by this talented musician, composer, 
evangelist. Choruses are arranged jn the 
order of their Scripture references. cel- 
lent for children’s and young people’s work. 
Paper bound, 75 cents each. 


Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. By Philip 
E. Howard, LL.D. 


A short, intimate biography of the former 
Editor, who wrote “The Life That Wins,” a 
tract that has enjoyed world-wide circula- 
tion in seventeen languages and has been 
used in transforming the lives of many. 
Cloth bound, 72 pages, 75 cents. 


Christ, the Apostles, and Wine. By 
Ernest Gordon. 


The writer of “A’ Survey of Religious Life 
and Thought” has prepared a forty-page 
treatise on the subject of wine in the New 
Testament. An invaluable help to students, 
pastors, and temperance workers. Paper 
bound, 40 cents each; 3 copies for $1.* 


What Will Bring Revival? By Ernest 
M. Wadsworth, D.D. 

A Scriptural, soul-searching review of 
this burning question. Profitable reading 


for both preacher and layman. Paper bound, 
56 pages, 25 cents each. 


* Published by the author. Distributed 
by the Truss. 





The Church of Christ and the Church 
of Rome. By Stephen E. Slocum, Ph.D. 


Comparing the true Church of Christ and 
the false Church of Rome, the author traces 
the history of each from New Testament 
times. Plain, simple answers to some of 
Rome’s greatest deceptions. 44 pages, 10 
cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents for 12; 
$3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


The Life That Wins. By Charles Gal- 
laudet Trumbull. 


Over 790,000 have been distributed in the 
English editions. It has been published in 
sixteen other languages. 2 cents each; 20 
cents a dozen; $1.50 per hundred. 


Biblical Parallels in Modern Law. By 
David K. Breed, LL.B. 


A sixteen-page pamphlet by a member 
of the St. Louis Bar on the influence of the 
Bible on modern law. 10 cents each; 50 cents 
for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 
per hundred. 


The False Teaching of Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses Examined. By Donald F. Ackland. 


A careful study of the literature of this 
cult, with exposure of their principal fal- 
lacies in positive terms in the light of the 
Bible. 24 pages, 10 cents each; 50 cents for 
6; 90 cents for 12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


This Earthly House. 


Grant Colfax Tullar set to music a poem 
by Miss Beth Coombe Harris and added a 
chorus. We have made reprints on durable 
linen-weave paper that are ideal for pasting 
in the front or back of your church or 
Sunday school hymnals. 5 cents each; 35 
cents a dozen; $1.50 per hundred, 


Will the Church Pass Through the 
Great Tribulation? By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 


A reprint of a booklet written in 1917 by 
Dr. C. I. Scofield, the editor of the Scofield 
Reference Bible. Written many years ago, 
yet it is still up to date and will settle 
many disturbing teachings of our present 
day. Paper bound, 40 pages, 10 cents each; 
50 cents for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for 
fifty; $6 per hundred. These prices include 
postage. 


Perils of the Victorious Life. By 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, 


The perils and pitfalls of the Victorious 
Life are plainly set forth in this twenty- 
page pamphlet. Dr. Trumbull marks off 
well-defined guideposts for the Christian's 
walk that will be found helpful to all who 
are seeking to live closer to the Victorious 
Christ. 6 cents each; 60 cents a dozen; $2.50 
for fifty; $5 per hundred. 


The Poison of Modernism. By Oswald 
J. Smith, D.D. 

What is Modernism? How does it work? 
What has it done to the Church? What 
does it do to the individual? Dr. Smith 
answers these questions clearly, concisely, 
and Scripturally. 5 cents each; 35 cents a 
dozen; $1 for fifty; $2 per hundred. 


Should Christians Ape Hollywood? By 
the Rev. J. E. Harris. 


No one doubts the effect of Hollywood 
and the motion picture industry on national 
life and culture. What effect Hollywood 
has .on the Christian is another matter. 5 
cents each; 35 cents a dozen; $1.25 for fifty; 
$2 per hundred. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Lesson List. 


A handy, pocket-size list of the lessons 
in the International Uniform Series that 
gives the title of each lesson and the Golden 
Text in full. The Primary, Junior, Inter- 
mediate-Senior, and Young People-Adult 
topics are shown. Lists available for 1950 
and 1951. 15 cents each; $1.50 a dozen; $12.50 
per hundred. 


Index. 


The eight-page Toves Index is a welcome 
companion to the binder. Indexes are avail- 
able for the years 1940 to 1949, inclusive, 
and may be had for 15 cents each. 


Binders for The Sunday School Times 
are available for those who desire a handy, 
inexpensive method of keeping their issues 
of the Tres in one place. Made of stiff 
binders’ board, covered with dark red buck- 
ram, these binders are an attractive addition 
to any Christian worker’s library. Will hold 
issues for one complete year. $1.25 each. 


Victorious Life Hymns. 

Edited by Charles M. Alexander and the 
Council of the Victorious Life Testimony, 
brings together 275 selected hymns. Cloth 
bound, $1 each; paper bound (limited sup- 
ply), 40 cents each. 


And, of course, you will want to give THe Sunpay ScHoo.t Tres itself to 


friends who are not now receiving it. 


ift subscriptions will keep on reminding 


others of your thoughtfulness many times through 1951. You may send one copy, 
or any number less than five, for a year, for $3 each. Five or more copies may be 
sent to separate addresses for a year for $2.50 each. For Canadian subscriptions 


please add 25 cents, foreign 50 cents. 


A handsome, engraved gift card will 


sent in advance to those for whom your gifts are intended. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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Stated in U.S.A. dollars 
$3.00 One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $3.00 each, per year. 

One copy, five years, $12.50. 
$2.50 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $2.50 each, per year. 
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postage. 

Foreign: add 50 cents per year, for 
postage. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
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another’s fold? Surely there is ample 
opportunity for pioneering for Christ. 
New frontiers are all around us. Holy 
passion is not the fashion just now. 
Pray for more servants of God willing 
to buy up opportunities for evangelism. 


Thurs.—1 Corinthians 4:1-5. 
Faithfulness Required. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “It is required in 
stewards, that a man be found faithful.” 
God only can appraise the services of 
His servants. Let us not be guilty of 
judging any man or the value of his 
In the day of accounts God 
will bring to light all hidden things and 
make manifest the counsels of the heart, 
If we cannot properly estimate our own 
service, how dare we try to set a value 
on the work of others? “Judge this 
rather, that no man put a stumbling- 
block . . . in his brother’s way.” Pray 
for more kindness and love. 


Fri—Romans 10:12-15. 
The Importance of Missions. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “How shall they 
hear without a preacher?” The Gospel 
message must have a messenger. And 
the God-given message must have a God- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


sent messenger. For how can they 
hear without a preacher, and how can 
they preach unless they are _ sent? 
Preaching Christ’s Gospel is the greatest 
business in the world; and it should be 
done by the best of men and in the best 
possible manner and in the power of the 
Spirit of God. Pray for all evangelical 
missionary Organizations. 


Sat.—2 Corinthians 5:14-20. 
The Ministry of Reconciliation. 


PraYeR Succestions: “God .. . hath 
given to us the ministry of reconcilia- 
tion.” The business of bringing sinners 
into reconciliation with God through the 
death of Christ is the minister’s first 
business. The Cross is the only means 
of breaking the hard hearts of sinners. 
And preaching Christ Jesus and Him cru- 
cified we make them see the love and 
grace of God, and it is this goodness of 
God that leads men to repentance. Pray 
that more sinners may be made to cry 
out, “What shall we do?” 


Sun.—Romans 1:14-17. 
Courage for Witnessing. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: ‘IT am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for 
it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth; to the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek.” In Christ 
and His Gospel we have what we can 
glory in forever. But like Paul we are 
in a world that lightly esteems Christ 
and thinks His Gospel foolishness. It 
will take courage to go against popular 
opinion, and to preach what is thought 
to be folly. This is our challenge. Happy 
is the man who determines to know noth- 
ing but Christ Jesus and Him crucified. 
Pray for that boldness which comes from 
having been with Jesus and having 
learned of Him, 
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CLUB CLUS ALUMINUM PRODUCTS COn-Chcage 1 


BE ARMED WITH TRACTS 


About 1,000 kinds to choose from 


25 cents brings large assortment of Gospel tracts 
$1 brings complete assortment 
Send for free catalogs of tracts, books, novelties 
Let us print your tract, book, magazine, etc. 
OSTERHUS PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Minneapolis 











4500 W. Broadway 22, Minn. 
* In color with ort work 
and appropricte scrip- 


message with your 


Christmes cords. 


SEND 25¢ FOR A SELECTION OF 25 
THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888-AKRON 9. OHIO 





CHRISTMAS PLAYS 


The RODEHEAVER HALL-MACK CO 
107 Ninth Street Winona Lake, ind, 








Play PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 


The Christian GAME, 
leaders and laymen. 
. premium . 


Fascinating, instructive, easy to play. 
Based on Bunyan’s classic. 
. Sunday school award or prize. Beautiful gift box; attractive 4-color seh 


Recommended b 
Graded rules. Eight can play. 


Christian 
erfect gift 


21 x 28 heavy game-board with spin dial system. Price $2.95. 
Beats secular games at all points! Order today from 


COLLEGE INDUSTRIES 


(Dept. S$) 


Hesston, Kansas 














Have you ever felt ALONE IN THE WORLD? 


Hundreds of Jews who have found their Messiah (or 
have given thought thereto) have been forsaken b 
relatives and friends—and Christians have made N' 
PROVISION for them in their distresses. 

The Hebrew Christian Alliance of America will under- 
take their relief in the form of a Rest Home, if you 
will make it possible. 


Send along a LOVE GIFT, or a MEMORIAL to some 
loved one. 


“Inasmuch as ye bave done it unto one of the least of these 
MY BRETHREN, ye have done it UNTO ME.” 


Send gift to HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


520 Melrose Street 
Write for information to Mrs. Margaret L. Wiesenberg, 310 W. 94th Street, New York 25, N.Y. 


Will YOU Help? 


(Mark for “Rest Home”) 
Chicago 13, Illinois 




















One dollar decides college site! 


“By the margin of a single dollar, Providence 
Bible Institute won its competition with the Order 
of the Brothers of the Sacred Heart of New Eng- 
land for the purchase of the Edgewood Junior 
College property at Barrington, Rhode Island. 


Sealed bids presented in Superior Court were: 


Providence Bible Institute 


Order of the Brothers of the Sacred 
Heart ./ $331,000.00.” 


(Providence Journal, October -26, 1950.) 


We prayed and prayed! 


Students and Faculty. realized the tremendous 
seriousness of. the issue, and the day before the 
court-hearing the entire school went to prayer at 
10 a.m., missed lunch; and prayed through until 
3 p.m: The hext day during the hours the court 
was sitting, again the school went to their knees 
in prayer. 


Then came the answer! 


Qne~-dollar-more! The “miracle dollar” ~ that 
brought the right to purchase the 110 acre campus 
and magnificent and most practical school build- 
ings: Last spring, due to a growing student body 


$331,001.00 


(already nearly 500), the Trustees announced a 
one million dollar campaign to provide new build- 
ings. The Barrington nes, only 15 minutes’ 
drive from the Providence Campus (both will be 
maintained), is part of God’s gracious answer. 


Four dollars for one! 


Completely furnished with school equipment 
valued at $80,000.00, the property is appraised today 
at over a million dollars—a value of 4 for 1! 


Now we are praying for $180,000.00 by 
January 15, 1951! 


A bank will give a $150,000.00 mortgage, but we 
need the balance of cash at once. If we default, 
others will most certainly take over the property. 
The .challenge is urgent! We must not fail! 


We call upon God’s people to rally! 


This is @ crucial challenge. Gifts of large de- 
nominations—$500, $1,000 and even more are needed, 
but dollars—even one dollar—will help greatly. 


As you make your gift—under God—why not 
add your “miracle dollar” to it? 


For the startling press story of The Miracle Dollar, write 
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PROVIDENCE BIBLE INSTITUTE 


100 State Street 


RHODE ISLAND 
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